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ttns^a ^Rrill not permit nuclear export* 

' VIENNA (AP) — Russia has pledged to honour agreements designed to 
JKrfp prevent exports of nuclear weapons material or technology from the 
territory of tbe former Soviet Union, a U.N. agency said Tuesday. A 
statement released by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
said Russia had agreed to abide by non-protifcration and safeguards 
agreements signed by the Soviet Union, which disintegrated late last year. 
The pledges also were contained in a letter signed by Russian Foreign 
Maaister Andrei Kozyrev, which the agency released. ‘The leadens of 
Rsssiawffi make every effort to ensure that the collaboration between our 
coantry and the International Atomic Energy Agency continues to 
flourish," the letter said. The letter, dated Jan. 18, also promised “all 
feasible measures*' to pay a Soviet debt to the agency. It was written one 
day after Hm* BKx, director general of the IAEA, expressed worries that 
Soviet dkiiitegration and resulting lax controls could strew nuclear 
material abroad for use in weapons manufacture. Mr. Blue also announced 
Jan. 17; that Russia bad assumed -the Soviet seat at the Vienna-based 
IAEA, the U.N. nuclear watchdog, after giving initial assurances to 
abide by noa-protiferatioi] and inspections agreements signed earlier bv 
the Soviet Union. 1 
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Levy heads for China 

TEL AVIV l AP) — Foreign Minister David Levy left Tuesday for China, 
where he expects to sign a protocol establishing diplomatic relations 
between the two countries. He told a news conference at Ben Gurion 
airport near Tel Aviv that the ceremony would take place in Beijing on 
Friday. “We will sign for the establishment of relations between Israel and 
China and unveil the new embassy," Mr. Levy said. After his five-day visit 
lo China, Levy is to travel to Moscow for multilateral peace talks 
scheduled to begin there Jan. 28. There have been reports that China 
would be invited to participate in the Moscow talks once relations were 
established with Israel (see page 2). Mr. Lew said establishing relations 
with Giina would mean that the two countries would be "more open 
towards cooperation in all fields." Israeli news reports have said Mr. Levy 
likely will discuss Israel's concern with arms sales to Arab states and its 
alleged cooperation with the development of nudear weapons in the 
Middle East. On the planned multilateral talks. Mr. Levy said: "The 
meeting in Moscow gives us hope of a new ere- We hope to be able to see 
cooperation between Israel and its neighbours with the aid of the 
international community." 
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; ; Cabinet 
studies 

industry 
and trade 
proposals 

• .Y AMMAN (J.T.) — The Cabinet 
on Tuesday discussed a series of 
moves aimed at stimulating the 
industry and trade sector through 
granting the private sector a big- 
ger role and encouraging free 
enterprise, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

The Council of Ministers, 
meeting under the chairmanship 
of Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, studied a working 
paper submitted by Industry and 
Trade Minister Abdullah Ensour 
dealing with economic policies 
and the ministry's concept of the 
sector. 

The paper called on the gov- 
ernment: 

. 1. To give greater room to the 

? private sector in such matters 
- = such as education, transport and 
health. The government should 
ensure the continuation of ser- 
vices of these sectors and provide 
the required infrastructure ; 

2. To lift administrative restric- 
tions and limit its role in order to 
make way for the stimulation of 
the economy through the private 
sector; 

3. To upgrade legislation and 
ensure the continuation of the 
private sector's role. 

Dr. Ensour told the Cabinet 
that Jordan would achieve a-higb 
standard of industrial progress in 
view qf the highly trained focal 
manpower, toe presence of li- 
quidity in banks, national stabil- 
ity under democracy and a wise 
leadership. 

He suggested that the govern- 
ment expand the free zones and 

* the industrial cities, open more 
trade centres abroad, set up a 
centre for directing investments, 
establish an export promotion in- 
stitution, reduce routine and 
bureaucracy and offer equal 
treatment to the industrial and 
agricultural sector in the context 
of customs and other charges on 
raw material and income tax. 

The Cabinet reviewed tbe pap- 
er and decided to hold further 
meetings to work out the final 
formula to achieve the objective 
of stimulating the industry and 
trade sector. 

Petra said other members of 
the Cabinet were also expected to 
submit similar working papers on 
their respective fields. 

U.S. envoy presents 
credentials to 
Herzog 

TEL AVIV (AP) — The new 
U.S. amb assad or to Israel, WU- 
. % liam C. Harrop. on Tuesday pre- 
sen ted his credentials to to Israeli 
President Chaim Herzog. Mr. 
Harrop, 62. has served in posts in 
Europe, Australia and Africa and 
in top positions in the State De- 
partment. His last assignment 
was ambassador to Zaire. He is 
arriving at a time when relations 
between Israel and the United 
States are often strained over 
Middle East peace issues and 
IsraePs role in U.S.-sponsored 
negotiations with the Arabs in 
Washington. Mr. Harrop, who 
has no Middle East experience, 
replaces William Brown, a fluent 
Hebrew speaker who served 
three years as ambassador and 
was deputy chief of mission in 
Israel in 1979452. Mr. Brown was 
reportedly very popular with 
Israeli officials. 

-■ Former Arab League 
; chief dies 

CAIRO (AP) — Abdul Khalek 
Hass o tma, a former secretary- 
general of the Arab League, died 
Tuesday. Cairo Radio said. He 
was 93, Tbe radio did not men- 
tion the cause of death. Mr. 
Hassouna, an Egyptian, was the 
- league’s secretary-general for 

• four consecutive terms, from 
1952 to 1972. He was the second 
chief executive after Abdol Rah- 
man A2zam, also an Egyptian. 
Dnriag World War II Mr. Has- 
souna was governor of the 
Mediterranean city of Alexan- 
dria. He became Egypt's foreign 
flimsier. shortly before getting 

Arab League post 


Washington round ensured 

two-track negotiations, but 
little else, Majali says 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian teams to the 
third round of bilateral peace 
talks with Israel in Washington 
earlier this month succeeded in 
ensuring that negotiations would 
be held on separate Palestinian- 
Israeli tracks, but no substantive 
discussion was achieved, the head 
of the joint Jordan ian-Palestinian 
delegation. Dr. Abdul Salam A1 
Majali, said Tuesday. 


Speaking on Jordan Television 
upon his return to Amman from 
Washington, Dr. Majali said; 
“We presented our views and the 
Israelis did the same and we 
reviewed with them the agenda 
for the negotiations but did not 
delve into any substance." 

‘They only thing we succeeded 
in achieving was a two-track pro- 
cess in the talks giving the Palesti- 
nians and the Jordanians separate 


Kabariti: Chance in Moscow to discuss 
all options without abandoning rights 

AMMAN (Petra) — Acting Minister of Information Abdul Karim 
AI Kabariti said Tuesday that Jordan views the Middle East 
multilateral talks as an opportunity to discuss all future expecta- 
tions, options and possibilities without abandoning Arab rights. 

Mr. Kabariti told reporters the fortitude of the Jordanian stand 
and the Kingdom's continued coordination with the Palestinian 
delegation underline its real desire to work for a just peace. 

Asked whether attempts to convince Syria to attend the 
multilateral talks had failed, the minister said his recent visit to 
Syria was private and had no political implications. 

But, be added, despite the differences in views between Jordan 
and Syria on the timing of the conference, both countries agree in 
opposing any form of normalising relations with Israel before any 
progress was achieved in the bilateral talks. 

Mr. Kabariti said Jordanian-Syrian relations “are special and 
distinct." He affirmed that the two countries would continue their 
efforts to reach the aspired strategic integration between them 


channels," Dr. Majali said. 

“In addition we talked about 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 and their inter- 
pretation on the part of the world 
community and Israel, as well as 
the situation in the occupied 
Arab territories, and the building 
of Israeli settlements, but we did 
not enter into substantive discus- 
sions, he said. 

"The Israeli delegation had to 
leave Jan. 16 without reaching 
with us an agreement on the next 
meeting,” he said. 

He said the Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation suggested 
that the next session be held in 
Washington between Feb. 10 and 
25 and that there can be no 
justification for any change in the 
venue without any meaningful 
progress in the talks. 

Han an ashrawi, spokeswoman 
for the Palestinian delegation, 
echoed Dr. Majali’s view that 
success was achieved in the two- 
track process only. 

Dr. Ashrawi, speaking at a 
press conference held at the Jeru- 
salem hotel, touched on the out- 
come of the talks in Washington, 
the situation in the occupied 
Arab territories but most impor- 

( Continued on page 5) 


Palestinians demand diaspora 
representation in Moscow talks 


By Lamis Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Palestinian par- 
ticipation at Middle East 
multilateral talks scheduled 
to be held in Moscow next 
week binges on representa- 
tion of Palestinians in the 
diaspora and from Arab East 
Jerusalem and guarantees 
that there will be no separate 
Arab deals with Israel, 
according to a senior Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) official. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Suleiman Najjab 
said that the PLO cannot 
acoept representation to re- 
main confined to tbe Palesti- 
nians in the occupied territor- 
ies to prevent the fragmenta- 
tion of the Palestinian people 
and problem. 


The PLO was expected to 
rally support for its demands 
at an Arab foreign ministers 
meeting that will be held in 
Morocco on Friday. 

Statements by PLO offi- 
cials and members of the 
Palestinian delegation Tues- 
day indicated that the issues 
of Israel settlements; Palesti- 
nian representation and con- 
cern about a unilateral Israeli 
agreement remain top un- 
guaranteed prerequisites for 
die success of the peace talks, 
from the Palestinian view- 
point. 

“Unless all Palestinians are 
represented the peace talks 
win not deal with toe national 
rights of the Palestinian peo- 
ple." Mr. Najjab said in an 
interview with tbe Jordan 
Tunes on Tuesday. 

The Palestinian demands 


followed toe U.S. refusal to 
allow the PLO to take part in 
the third round of talks that 
are to be held in Moscow on 
Jan. 28-29 and again pushed 
to toe surface toe thorny 
issues of representation of 
Palestinians from East Jeru- 
salem and the diaspora. 

Member of the Palestinian 
delegation Dr. Saeb Erekat 
confirmed on Tuesday that 
the U.S. had turned down a 
Palestinian request for 
Palestinians in tbe diaspora 
to take pan in tbe Moscow 
talks. 

“The United States admi- 
nistration has categorically 
rejected Palestinian parti- 
cipation from outside the 
occupied territories ... in the 
upcoming negotiations in 

(Continued on page 5) 


Confrontations grow in 
Algeria; leaders focus 
on improving economy 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Youths 
hurled bottles and rocks at police 
in scattered clashes and a gen- 
darme was reported killed in a 
weekend attack highlighting toe 
growing confrontation bet wen 
Algeria's military-backed rulers 
and their opponents. 

Police guarding the govern- 
ment palace, which houses sever- 
al ministries, fired warning shots 
late Monday to scatter dozens of 
youths pelting them with rocks 
and bottles, authorities reported 
Tuesday. 

Similar attacks on police 
roadblocks were reported in sub- 
erbs of the capital no one was 
injured in any of toe clashes, 
authorities said. 

The government newspaper El 
Waran reported that a police 
officer was killed Saturday in 
Lakhdaria, 200 kilometres east of 
Algiers in an attack by four men. 
Their identities and details were 
not disclosed. 

Lakhdaria was tbe site of vio- 
lent dashes last June between 
security forces and rioting Islamic 
fundamentalists. Several people 
there were killed, including a 
police commissioner. 

The gendarme’s death marks 
toe second reported killing of a 
member of the security forces 
since toe military forced Presi- 
dent Chacfli Benjedid to resign 
Jan. 11 after 13 years in power. 

A soldier was killed and two 
policemen injured in a machine- 


gun and bomb attack on a road- 
block Saturday near Algiers. A 
bomb attack against a police sta- 
tion has also been reported. 

The five-man High State Com- 
mittee ruling Algeria warned 
Monday that “all means” would 
be used to counter the attacks. 

Algeria's new authorities can- 
celled second-round voting sche- 
duled for last Thursday that 
would have given the fun- 
damentalist Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) control of toe 430- 
seat parliament. 

The fundamentalists, who hope 
to establish North Africa's first 
Islamic republic, won 188 of the 
231 seats decided in first round 
elections Dec. 21. 

The first round vote was widely 
regarded[ 25 the freest ever held 
in an Arab country for a parlia- 
ment that would wield actual 
authority. The military opposed 
Mr. Benjedid’s willingness on 
share power with toe FIS. 

Mohammad Boudiaf , a hero of 
Algeria's war for independence 
from France, presides over the 
High Committee exercising Mr. 
Benjedid’s functions until the 
scheduled end of his term in 
December 1993. 

But the body's real power lies 
with Major General Khaled Nez- 
zar, the defence minister, who 
controls the tanks and soldiers 
jhat have taken np positions in 

(Contained on page 5) 


SLA men 
besiege 
UNIFIL 
village 

TYRE, Lebanon (Agencies) — 
Israeli-backed militiamen be- 
sieged toe hamlet of Rashaf in 
South Lebanon Tuesday and 
were erecting a barbed wire fence 
in an apparent attempt to absorb 
part of it into kraal's "security 
zone.” 

A police spokesman, who can- 
not be named in line with regula- 
tions, said militiamen of toe 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) set 
up a checkpoint at toe northern 
entrance of the hamlet and were 
preventing its 92 citizens from 
leaving. 

He said the SLA also was 
erecting a barbed wire fence 
separating toe village's northern 
sector from toe main square, 
where six Nepalese soldiers of the 
U. N. Int erim Force In Lebanon 
(UNIFIL) maintain an outpost. 

“It seems they are trying to 
annex part of Rashaf,” the 
spokesman said. 

Rashaf, 30 kilometres south- 
east of the port city of Tyre, is on 
toe northern edge of Israel's self- 
proclaimed “security zone.” 

The foreign ministry, in a state- 
ment, said Lebanon's U.N. 
ambassador, Khalil Mekkawi, 
was instructed to “lodge a 
strongly-worded complaint with 
the Security Council against 
Israel's repeated aggression on 
Lebanese territory and its siege of 
Rashaf.” 



Prime Minister Sharif ZeJd Ben Shaker and senior the Palestinian delegation lo peace talks with Israel 
cabinet members Tnesday meet with members of (Petra photo) 


Gaza expulsion appeal said 
rejected; army woos settlers 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An army review 
panel turned down appeals of 
seven Palestinians against orders 
to expel them from the occupied 
Gaza Strip, news reports said 
Tuesday. The army refused com- 
ment on toe reports. 

The expulsion orders, among 
12 issued on Jan. 2, brought 
condemnation from tbe U.N. 
Security Council. Human rights 
groups said the expulsion violated 
international law. 

The orders caused a delay in 
the third round of Middle East 
peace talks last week in Washing- 
ton. Arab delegates boycotted 
the negotiations until the Security 
Council adopted its resolution of 
condemnation. 

Once the army panel rejects an 
appeal on expulsion, those 
ordered expelled can turn to the 
supreme court. However, the 


court has never reversed an ex- 
pulsion order. 

The appeal of the seven 
Gazans was rejected by a review 
panel after three days of hear- 
ings. the daily Haaretz and Israel 
Radio’s Arabic service reported 
Tuesday. 

An army spokesman, who can- 
not be identified by name under 
regulations, said only that the 
panel issued its recommendation 
but it had not been made public. 
He would not confirm or deny the 
news reports- 

A separate board hearing five 
other expulsion appeals in the 
West Bank is expected to issue its 
report in a few days, he said. 

The 12 expulsions were 
ordered after toe slaying of four 
Israelis in the occupied territories 
since October. Those ordered ex- 
pelled were not charged with the 
mutders, but accused of unspeci- 


fied anti-Israeli incitement. 

Under a ruling by the supreme 
court, the army hearings were 
held in public for the first time. 
However, both appeals panels 
niled that most evidence would 
remain secret. 

Israel has expelled 67 people 
since the Palestinian uprising 
againrt occupation began in De- 
cember 1987.. 

The expulsions have been repe- 
atedly criticised by Western na- 
tions and human rights groups as 
a violation of the 1949 Geneva 
conventions which prohibit “indi- 
vidual or mass forcible transfers 
as well as deportations" from 
occupied territoiy. 

The kraeli government, court- 
ing Jewish settlers ahead of ex- 
pected early elections, has sent 
more troops to toe occupied terri- 

( Continued on page 5) 


U.N. 

demands 
surrender 
of Libyan 
suspects 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The U.N. Security Council on 
Tuesday unanimously urged 
Libya to surrender suspects 
sought in the bombings of Pan 
Am Flight 103 over Scotland in 
1988 and a French airliner over 
North Africa in 1989. 

There were no abstentions in 
the vote on the 15-member coun- 
cil. 

Diplomats said the resolution 
was unprecedented in involving 
the council in a legal dispute and 
talcing sides in a legal dispute 
among member stales. 

The United States and Britain 
have indicted two Libyans in con- 
nection with the December 1988 
bombing of Pan Am Right 103 
over Lockerbie. Scotland, in 
which were 270 people were kil- 
led. France has issued warrants 
for four Libyans in the bombing 
of a French airliner over North 
Africa in which 170 died. 

Libya has denied any involve- 
ment in the two bombings. 

Libya said it was seeking 
arbitration of the dispute under 
the Montreal convention against 
airline terrorism and would take 
the case to the International 
Court of Justice if the Western 
powers reject arbitration. 

The resolution passed Tuesday 
does not use the word “extradi- 
tion." but Western diplomats said 
the meaning was dear, and Libya 
agreed. 

The measure urges the Libyan 
government to immediately "pro- 
vide a foil and effective response 
to those (Western requests for 
information and extradition) so 
as to contribute to the elimination 
of international terrorism." 


Milo suggests ‘quiet’ 
accord on settlement halt 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — An 
Israeli minister has suggested 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
could reach a private agreement 
with tbe United States on freez- 
ing Jewsih settlement in the occu- 
pied territories. 

“He can arrive at a quiet agree- 
ment with the Americans on it." 
Police Minister Ronni Milo consi- 
dered dose to Mr. Shamir, was 
quoted as telling the influential 
Haaretz newspaper in an inter- 
view published on Tuesday. 

"Publicly it will be difficult for 
him to announce a settlement 
freeze," said Mr. Milo. 

Tbe hardline Shamir, cam- 
paigning for expected early elec- 
tions, vowed on Monday that “no 
one. no power on earth can stop 
this building" in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Washington, which calls the 
settlements a major obstacle to 
peace, is to- deride on an Israeli 
request for S10 billion in loan 


'guarantees for immigrant integra- 
tion. 

Palestinians say Israel would 
use low-interest funds raised on 
the guarantees to build more 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Some Arab delegates to Mid- 
dle East talks with Israel have 
threatened to withdraw from toe 
peace process unless the Jewish 
state halts the settlement policy. 

Mr. Milo said Washington 
could rely on a private agreement 
with Mr. Shamir despite the 
prime minister's vocal pro- 
settlement stance. 

“Shamir is careful to honour 
his commitments to the United 
States more than his commit- 
ments to his coalition partners,” 
the police minister said. 

On Tuesday Finance Minister 
Yitzhak Modai advocated more 
settlement even at the risk of the 
"hardship" that loss of the 
guarantees could cause Israelis. 


Khaddam cuts short Iran 
visit; talks underline ties 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Syrian 
Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam left Tehran Tuesday, 
cutting short what the official 
Iranian media had said would be 
a three-day visit. 

The state-nin Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA), said Mr. 
Khaddam and his entourage, 
which included Forign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa, were seen off 
by Iranian Vice-President Hassan 
Habibi. 

Mr. Habibi told reporters at 
toe airport that his talks with Mr. 
Khaddam had been “very fruit- 
ful,” IRNA reported. 

He also repeated that Israel 
must release some 300 Arabs it 
was holding. 

IRNA quoted Mr. Khaddam as 
saying that Syria had decided not 
to attend multilateral talks with 
Israel, set for next week in Mos- 
cow, because toe conference 
“ignores the rights of Arab na- 
tions." 

Reporting Mr. Khaddam's 
arrival in Tehran Monday, both 


IRNA and Tehran Radio said toe 
visit would last three days. 

IRNA reported earlier that Ira- 
nian Foriegn Minister Ali Akbar 
Veiayati had left for the Ukrai- 
nian capital. Kiev, early Tuesday. 

Iran has been keen to expand 
relations with the newly- 
independent republics of the for- 
mer Soviet Union. 

In a meeting with Iranian Presi- 
dent Hashemi Rafsanjani earlier 
Tuesday, Mr. Khaddam said that 
the timing of his visit was “vital" 
due to the breakup of toe Soviet 
Union and formation of new re- 
publics on Iran’s northern bor- 
der. 

“We attach extraordinary im- 
portance to cooperation with Iran 
and consider that the expansion 
of our cooperation is to the be- 
nefit of our two countries." 
IRNA quoted him as saying. 

Mr. Rafsanjani endorsed Mr. 
Khaddam's call for greater coop- 
eration between the two allies, 
IRNA reported. 


Russia pushes for Moscow 
conference on Middle East 


TUNIS ( Agencies) — Russia , an- 
xious to maintain a role in the 
Middle East peace process, is 
pressing Arab states not to 
boycott multilateral talks set to 
open in Moscow next week, di- 
plomats and Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) officials said 
on Tuesday. 

Syria and Lebanon have said 
they will not attend the Moscow 
talks in protest at Israeli intransi- 
gence over the peace process, but 
the Russian government is keen 
that the talks go ahead as planned 
at foreign minister level, they 
said. 

A boycott by two or more 
states would be seen as a setback 
for the peace talks, which are 
co-sponsored by Washington and 
Moscow, and the Russian govern- 
ment is anxious to avoid a foreign 
policy failure, the diplomats said. 

Diplomats said Arab states 
were in contact about whether to 
hold a proposed Arab League 


meeting in Morocco at the end of 
the week to agree a position on 
the Moscow round, the latest 
phase in the U.S.-brokered peace 
talks launched in Madrid in Octo- 
ber. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat said 
at the weekend that Arab League 
states would discuss their parti- 
cipation in the Jan. 28-29 Moscow 
talks during or after a planned 
meeting of the league in Morocco 
this week. 

Thai meeting is of the Arab 
League's Jerusalem Committee^ 
set up to review the status of the 
Holy City, but Mr. Arafat said 
delegates could use the opportun- 
ity to discuss the Moscow round. 
It was unclear whether delegates 
would formally review their 
stance on Moscow at talks in 
Marrakesh this week. 

A Moroccan Foreign Ministry 
spokesman denied on Monday 


Arafat clears way for full 
India ties with Israel 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat Tuesday urged his long- 
time ally India to participate Tn 
Middle East peace talks and gave 
implicit approval for full diploma- 
tic ties between New Delhi and 
Israel. 

“The exchange of ambassadors 
is a sovereign act." Mr. Arafat told 
a news conference during a three- 
day visit to India. 

“Our bonds are so strong that 
they cannot be affected by other 
things,” he said of the ties that 
India established with the PLO in 
1974. 

“I insist that India cannot be 
absent from the (Middle East) 
peaoe talks." Mr. Arafat said. 

Indian officials said this was a 
clear signal from Mr. Arafat to 
New Delhi to go ahead in seeking 
full ties with Israel. They said a 
final move would not be at the 
expense of ties with the PLO. 

Relations between India and 
Israel have not risen above consu- 


lar level since the 1984 birth of 
the Jewish state, but the two 
countries have been inching clos- 
er to an exchange of ambassa- 
dors. 

Indian Foreign Minister 
Madhavsinh Solan ki said last 
week New Delhi would review its 
ties with Tel Aviv if progress was 
made in toe Middle East talks. 

Although Mr. Arafat avoided 
direct criticism of India, he 
voiced general disappointment 
over the recent United Nations 
vote that scrapped a long- 
standing resolution equating 
Zionism with racism. India voted 
for the United States-sponsored 
move. 

Mr. Arafat blamed President 
George Bush for “pressuring 
everyone.” 

“We had agreed that this point 
(scrapping the Zionism resolu- 
tion) will be suspended until next 
year when we had taken some- 
thing tangible in hand (in toe 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Amnesty International concerned 
about secret detentions by Israel 



LONDON — Amnesty Interna- 
tiona] has called on Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir to 
guarantee the safety of six 
Lebanese nationals who “dis- 
appeared” into secret detention 
in Israel in mid-1990 after they 
had been taken prisoner in Leba- 
non and reportedly tortured by 
the Lebanese Forces militia. 
They are now known to be held in 
Israel, although their, whereab- 
outs have not been disclosed. 

“We have asked Prime Minis- 
ter Shamir to provide the legal 
reasons why these men have been 
held in secret and to tell their 
relatives where they are and what 
their medical condition is.” 
Amnesty International said. “We 
also want assurances that no 
other detaines is currently being 
held in secret in Israeli custody. 

Two of the six detainees were 
taken prisoner by the Lebanese 
Forces on Nov. 16 1987 at a 
checkpoint on the outskirts of 
Beirut. The other four were 
seized on Dec. 18 1987 from the 
“Gardenia" feny of other people 
seized from the ship, including its 
captain, were later released. 

According to Amnesty Interna- 
tional's information, these de- 


tainees were held without any 
legal proceedings in the Lebanese 
Forces intelligence centre in Ado- 
nis in central Lebanon. They 
were accused of belonging to the 
Hizbollah organisation and were 
allegedly tortured. 

After several months family 
visits and correspondence were 
allowed through the good offices 
of the International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC). 
However, the last contacts their 
families had with them were in 
April and May 1990. After that 
the Lebanese Forces said the six 
had been moved but would not 
say where. The families believed 
the six had been taken to Israel — 
but until the beginning of this 
year the Israeli authorities consis- 
tently refused to acknowledge 
this. 

Early in January the ICRC told 
the families that their relatives 
were in Israel, but that it had no 
access to them. The families be- 
lieve that the six may be held 
either in Ashkelon or Sarafand 
prison. 

The six, all Muslim, are: Hus- 
sein Ahmad, a worker in a shoe 
factory aged 25; Hussein 
Rumayti, a worker in a glass shop 


aged 29 ; Ahmad Taleb, a sailor 
aged 25 ; Ahmad Jallul, another 
sailor aged 26 ; Ghassan A! Dira- 
ni, a bank employee aged 26; and 
Hussan Tlays. 

Amnesty International opposes 
the detention of priosners of con- 
science — people held solely for 
the non-violent exercise of their 
basic human rights — in all cir- 
cumstances. It opposes the deten- 
tion of other political prisoners 
unless they have received a fair 
and prompt trial. 

In its letter to Mr. Shamir. 
Amnesty International said it is 
concerned at the continued in- 
communicado detention of the six 
detainees. It called for their im- 
mediate and unconditional re- 
lease unless they have been con- 
victed of a recognisably criminal 
offence. Amnesty International 
asked for details of any charges or 
any trial proceedings. It also 
asked that they be allowed access 
to a humanitarian organisation 
such as the ICRC. 

In light of these cases. Amnes- 
ty Internationa] also said it was 
concerned that other people de- 
tained by the Lebanese Forces or 
other Lebanese militias may cur- 
rently be secretly held in Israel. 


Morocco 

deports 

Amnesty 

member 


BRUSSELS (R) — Roland Gin- 
ter, a Belgian member of the 
international human rights orga- 
nisation Amnesty International, 
was. arrested in Morocco Sun- 
day and deported to Belgium, a 
spokesman for Amnesty Belgium 
said on Tuesday. 

Philippe Hensmans. an 
Amnesty spokesman in Brussels, 
said Mr. Ginter bad been in 
Morocco on a "private initiative” 
and had no mandate fron. 
Amnesty to be there. 

Mr. Ginter had been seeing the 
families of prisoners of conscien- 
ce during a private visit to Moroc- 
co when police arrested him on 
Sunday afternoon, the Paris 
branch of the Association for the 
Defence of Human Rights in 
Morocco said. 

A former political prisoner in 
Morocco, Tahar Douraidi, 
alerted Amnesty about Mr. Gut- 
ter's arrest which Mr. Douraidi 
said took place in a suburb of 
Casablanca. 

He was deponed to Belgium 
on Monday, Mr. Hensmans said. 

Mr. Douraidi said in a state- 
ment issued in Morocco that Mr. 
Ginter had visited him as a friend 
and not in any professional 
capacity. 

A statement released in Paris 
by the Association for the De- 
fence of Human Rights in Moroc- 
co said: “Ginter acted in every 
respect in accordance with 
Moroccan law which stipulates 
that foreigners have foe protec- 
tion of the host authorities. 

“While King Hassan 0 seeks to 
give the impression that Morocco 
is making progress (if under 
pressure) on human rights, epi- 
sodes like this prove he does not 
always practise what he 
preaches," the association said. 

Moroccan law permits free 
association with anyone, it 
'added. 

Morocco has . come under in- 
creasing scrutiny for its human 
rights record, especially in 
France, its former colonial ruler. 

The publication of a book by 
left-wing author Gilles Perrault 
accusing Morocco of jailing and 
torturing political opponents 
caused a serious diplomatic rift 
two years ago, with Rabat de- 
manding the book be withdrawn 
from sale. 


Egyptian judge urges 

drug trafficker be 
hanged at crime scene 


CAIRO (AP) — A criminal court 
judge sentenced a jeweller to 
death for selling heroin and, in an , 
unprecedented move, urged that 
he be hanged at the scene of his 
crime outside a social club. 

Judge Gamal Abdul Halim 
Hassan convicted Farouk Yassin 
Amin, 47, and sentenced him to 
death. Deterrence would be bet- 
ter served, Mr. Hassan said, if 
Mr. Amin were hanged “in as 
closed place” at the spot where 
be was caught rather than in a 
prison death chamber. 

Legal sources said Judge Has- 
san’s suggestion, addressed to 
Attorney General Ragaa A1 
[Araby, is unlikely to be accepted. 
President Hosni Mubarak is on 
record in opposition to public 
executions. 

Mr. Hassan made his appeal on 
Monday after Sheikh Mohammad 
Hassan Tantawy, Egypt's mufti, 
told him sentencing Mr. Amin to 
death would not be repugnant to 
Islam. The mufti, who issues reli- 
gious rulings, must pass on death 
sentences, but his opinion is not 
binding on the judge. 

Never before did an Egyptian 
judge propose a hanging outside 
prison walls. The action seemed 
likely to stir controversry. 

Mo hammad Saeed Ai 
Ashmawy, a criminal court presi- 
dent and Muslim scholar and 
author, said an outside execution 
would set “a serious precedent" 
without “a very compelling 
reason, such as the non-availabil- 
ity of a prison." 

He said conducting executions 
is “in keeping with the customs 
and traditions of the Egyptian 
people, who respect death and do 
not like it to become a show.” 

“Executions are the responsi- 
bility of the prisons department, 
which has no jurisdiction outside 
prisons," said prominent Cairo 
lawyer Labib Moawad. Accept- 
ing Judge Hassan’s recommenda- 
tion -would “run counter to foe 
human decency required in an 
execution." 

Mr. Amin was convicted of 
selling heroin to young people, 
mostly members of Al Shams 
Sporting Club in suburban 


Heliopolis. Investigation showed 
he dispensed small, paper-wrap- 
ped quantities of heroin from his 
limousine outside the club. 

Invoking the law on prisons. 
Judge Hassam said: “The court 
recommends and appeals to foe 
attorney general that foe penalty 
be carried out in a closed place at 
the location where foe defendant 
was seized .. in order to achieve 
the deterrent effect we seek.” 

The law provides that execu- 
tions be carried out “inside pris- 
ons or in any other dosed place 
on the basis of a written request 
from the attorney general to the 
director-general of prisons. ”., v 

Some Muslim derics and com- 
mentators have campaigned for 
rules requiring that drug traffick- 
ers and rapists sentenced to death 
be hanged in public squares'. 
Asked about this, Mr. Mubarak 
said: “No, this would be brutality 
that is alien to us and to our 
laws.” 

To stem smuggling and traf- 
ficking in narcotics, particularly 
powerful drugs like heroin, 
judges in recent years have opted 
for the maximum penalty, death. 
Previously the customary penalty 
was long prison terms. 

Many of the more than 30 
prisoners on death row were sent- 
enced of drug charges. They in- 
dude an Israeli. Yousef Tahan. 

Death sentences are appealed 
automatically to the court of 
cassation, foe nation's highest. 
Condemned civilians go to the 
gallows, military people to the 
firing sqaad. 

Mr. Amin had been sentenced 
to life imprisonment twice for 
drug, dealing but escaped. 

"Your criminal record is full of 
sentences. We do not know how 
you got away, but we know full 
well that you did not repent," 
Judge Hassan told Mr. Amin. 
“You were not daunted by 
punishment, so you must now go 
to your God for reckoning.” 

Mr. Amin told reporters after- 
wards that he grew up in Cairo's 
Al Batniya district, notorious for 
drug trafficking. He said he had 
two wives and 14 children. 


Iran names 
ambassador 
to S. Arabia 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran 
appointed an ambassador to 
Saudi Arabia Tuesday, upgrading 
recently .resumed relations that 
put an end to years of acrimony 
between the two giants of the 
Muslim World. 

Hie official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA), monitored 
in Nicosia, said Mohammad AH 
Hadi’s appointment was prop- 
osed by Foreign Minister Ali 
Afcbar Velayati and endorsed by 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

At Mr. Rafsanjam's behest, 
Mr. Velayati has been working to 
improve Tehran’s ties with aQ 
Arab countries, and the West. 

Following the resumption of 
Tehran’s relations with Morocco 
earlier this month, Egypt remains 
foe only Arab country without 
formal diplomatic ties with Iran. 

The reestablishment of full re- 
lations with Saudi Arabia pre- 
sages greater economic coopera- 
tion between Tehran and Riyadh, 
foe biggest oil producers inside 
the 13-member Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Countries. 

A 23-man Iranian team, the 
largest to visit Saudi Arabia since, 
the two countries resumed ties in 
March, explored avenues of eco- 
nomic cooperation with Saud: 
officials earlier this month. 

Iran has -also been trying to 
forge a security pact with the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC), 
which comprises Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman. Qatar 
and foe United Arab Emirates. 

But apart from statements of 
support, there have been no 
efforts by the Arab states to grant 
Iran a role inside the GCC. 

Before he died of cancer in 
June 1989, Iran's Ayatollah 
Ruholiah Khomeini, the hardline 
patriarch of the 1979 Islamic re- 
volution, had singled Saudi Ara- 
bia as one of Iran’s principal 
enemies inside the Islamic World. 

Relations between the two 
countries hit bottom in July 1987 
when 402 people mostly Iranians 
on the annual Muslim pilgrimage 
to Mecca, were killed in dashes 
with Saudi police. 

Ayatollah Khomeini said at the 
time that he could forgive Iraq's 
Saddam Hussein, who 
was waging a bloody war against 
Iran, but never Saudi King FahcL . 


U.N. plans major relief, 
peace efforts for Somalia 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
said Monday the United Nations 
would launch a large-scale huma- 
nitarian aid project for Somalia if 
combatants in the dvil war stop-, 
ped fighting. 

He did not give figures but 
U.N. sources said the World 
Food Programme and the U.N. 
Children’s Fund were organising 
$12 million worth of supplies for a 
90-day period, including field 
hospitals and ships loaded with 
food and medicines stationed off 
the Somali coast. 

Relief operations in Somalia 
were curtailed after the murders 
of an International Red Cross 
delegate in foe capital city of 
Mogadishu in December and a 
U.N. doctor in the northern port 
of Bossaso earlier this month. 

An estimated 20,000 people, 
mostly civilians, have been killed 
and wounded since, a power strug- 
gle broke out on Nov. 17 between 
rival warlords Mohammad Farah 
Aideed and Ali Mahdi Moham- 
mad. 

At the same time Security 
Council members were consulting 
on a resolution which would call 
for peace and prepare the 
groundwork for a more active 
Security Council role in future. 

African states have been meet- 
ing on a possible resolution, hop- 
ing that the promise of increased 
assistance would serve as an in- 
ducement for peace. 

According to the sources, the 


council could, if warfare stopped, 
eventually send in a peace- 
keeping force along with the 
Organisation of African States 
(OAU). whose Secretary- 
General Salim Salim conferred 
with Dr. Ghali Monday. 

Calls for an international 
peacekeeping force to secure re- 
lief assistance and create a neut- 
ral zone around hospitals, the 
port and airport have been in- 
creasing since the failure of U.N. 
and OAU efforts to bring warring 
sides to a truce. 

But it is by no 'means certain 
the combatants will agree as evi- 
denced by deliberate shooting of 
the aid workers. 

The impoverished Horn of 
Africa nation has virtually col- 
lapsed as a state and is carved up 
into several tribal territories. 

In his statement. Dr. Ghali, an 
Egyptian and the first secretary- 
general from the African conti- 
nent, said the escalating violence 
in the Somali capital of Moga- 
dishu had “growing implications 
for the Horn of Afria." 

“The secretary-general wishes 
to reaffirm the link between a 
stable situation in Somalia and 
the delivery of humanitarian 
assistance to the needy popula- 
tions," he added. 

“Arrangements are now being 
draw up by U.N. agencies to 
launch large scale humanitarian 
assistance programmes once foe 
parties agree to end hostilities,” 
he said. 


British MP says Lockerbie 
evidence against Syria ignored 


LONDON (R) — A British 
politician has alleged that Britain 
ignored evidence apparently im- 
plicating Syria in the 1988 
bombing of a Pan Am airliner 
over Scotland and was using 
Libya as the “sole whipping boy” 
for the attack. 

Opposition Labour Party mem- 
ber Tam Dalyell said in parlia- 
ment on Monday night he bad 
obtained a copy of a report by 
Scottish police into the blowing 
up of the airliner over the village 
of Lockerbie with the death of 
270 people. 

‘This report unambiguously 
details evidence from the Scottish 
police which implicates a Syrian- 
based terrorist organisation,” 


Mr. Dalyell, ~ Scottish member 
of parliament lid. 

Britain and me United States 
issued arrest warrants last year 
for two alleged members of the 
Libyan intelligence service and 
indicated it was not seeking other 
suspects. 

Responding to Mr. Daiyell’s 
allegations, {foreign Office Minis- 
ter Douglas Hogg said investiga- 
tors had checked out a Syrian 
lead but found no evidence to 
-justify taking the matter further. 

The U.N. Security Council was 
due to vote on Tuesday on a 
resolution calling on Libya to 
surrender foe two suspects and 
pay compensation. 


Levy’s trip to China will bring 
relationship out into open 


PEKING (AP) — Formal di- 
plomatic ties between China and 
Israel — expected to be formed 
this week — will bring out into 
the open a relationship that has* 
yielded both sides quiet benefit 
over foe years. 

It also will allow China to join in 
the Middle East peace talks that 
resume next week in Moscow. 
Israel reportedly has made recog- 
nition a condition for Chinese 
participation. 

Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy is scheduled to arrive 
Wednesday morning for a visit- 
that he has said will result in 
formal ties. Israel has sought ties 
with China for four decades, but 
China was unwilling previously 
because of its championship of 
the Palestinian cause. 

For years, China said Israel - 
would have to withdraw from foe 
territories it seized from its Arab 
neighbours before relations could 
be established. 

China's new flexibility is part of 
its growing pragmatism in foreign 
policy, rooted in a realisation that 
foe narrower its contacts, the less - 
its influence in World affairs. 
China is especially anxious to 
expand its influence to help fill 
the vacuum left by foe disintegra- 
tion of the Soviet Union, and 
counter what it perceives as a 
hostile United States. 

In keeping with this approach. 


over the past year, China has 
normalised relations with Viet- 
nam and moved closer towards 
establishing ties with South 
Korea apd South Africa. 

Chinese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen showed up unexpectedly 
Monday in Johannesburg for a 
brief meeting with his South Afri- 
can counterpart, Pik Botha. Chi- 
na, which has good relations with 
most African countries, has long 
been a critic of South Africa's 
apartheid policy, but late last 
year it agreed to exchange non- 
governmental offices in each 
other's capitals that are likely to 
evolve into de facto embassies. 

China and Israel took a similar 
step in 1990. Israel- opened an 
office of the Israeli Academy of 
Sciences and Humanities in Pek- 
ing, and China' opened at Tel 
Aviv office of the China Interna- 
tional Travel Service. 

Already, the Chinese are treat- 
ing the Israeli academy’s Peking 
office like an embassy. They re- 
cently ordered it to hire its 
Chinese staff through foe foreign 
ministry-run diplomatic service 
bureau, which has a monoploy on 
providing local staff for foreign 
embassies. 

The academy's office has 
issued Israeli visas for Chinese 
citizens, although not third- 
country citizens, and is led by 
career diplomats. 


Even without formal ties, the 
two countries have conducted 
quiet trade and diplomacy. Be- 
ginning in the early 1980s, Israel 
helped China modernise its aging 
arsenal of weapons bought from 
the Soviet Union or copied from 
1950s Soviet models. 

An Israeli economic delegation 
that visited Peking in November 
included the chairman, of the 
board of the Israeli Military In- 
dustries. 

The Israelis also have' begun 
sharing desert irrigation techni- 
ques with the Chinese. 

Technology is a major factor in 
China's warming towards Israel. 
As relations with the United 
States remain tense, China sees 
Israel as an alternate source of 
the high technology it needs for 
modernisation. 

The Israelis in turn are hoping 
that formal ties will give them 
leverage to discourage China 
from selling missiles and other 
weaponary to Israel's Arab 
neighbours. China has sold 
weapons to Iran, Iraq, Egypt and ' 
Saudi Arabia, and repoxtedly has 
discussed selling missiles to Syria. 

With the establishment of rela- 
tions, Israel may agree to in- 
crease its military technology 
transfers to China, on the condi- 
tion the technology not be passed 
on to the Arabs. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iran's foreign minister visits Ukraine 

NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati flew 
to Ukraine on Tuesday on his first visit to the Commonwealth of 
Independent States, die Iranian news agency IRNA reported. Mr. 
Velayati would hold talks in Kiev with President Leonid Kravchuk 
and other Ukrainian officials during bis two-day visit, IRNA said. ' 
The two countries would soon open embassies in Tehran and Kiev, 
the agency, said, adding that Ukraine could be a good market for j 
Iranian products and there were prospects for joint projects in . 
energy, steel and machine tool industries. Some Western countries - 
have expressed fears Tehran could be seeking weapons from the . 
ex-Soviet republics to build up its military power in the Gulf. 7 
“Obviously there is some concern over Iran’s seeking of Soviet - 
submarines,” British Defence Secretary Tom King told a news 
conference in the United Arab Emirates on Monday. Earlier this - 
month Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said the 
West bad no business questioning Iran's arms programmes. Mr. 
Velayati visited Moscow and the six-Musbm-donunated ex-Soviet 
republics early in December before the Soviet Union was officially 
dissolved. Other Iranian officials have visited the Muslim republics . 
and opened Iranian embassies in Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan and . 
Tajikistan. 

UAE wants lower dependence on expats 

ABU DHABI ( AP) — Sheikh Sultan Ben Zayed Al Nahayan, the 
deputy prime minister, called Monday for foreign workers to be 
replaced by nationals. Sheikh Sultan, addressing a seminar on 
economic trends for the 1990s. said training of UAE nationals : 
should be the objective of foe next development stage in the 
oil-rich country. “The grand development the country achieved in 7. 
the field of social and economic development in the past two ‘ 
decades was accompanied by negative phenomena, the main factor 
of which was reliance on a foreign workforce, ' said Sheikh Sultan, 1 
who is the son of UAE President Sheikh Zayed. He told officials 
attending the seminar that reliance on the foreigners was justified 
in the past with the shortage of trained nationals. Sheikh Sultan 
said that could change now because of an increasing number of 
UAE graduates and foe spread of universities and technical > 
colleges in foe Gulf countries. Die 20- year -old UAE is one of foe ■ 
richest oil producers and its per capita income is among foe highest 
in the world. The oil boom of foe 1970s attracted some six million 
foreigners from around foe world to the sparsely populated, 
conservative Gulf countries. In the UAE, foreigners make up more 
than 80 per cent of a population currently estimated at 1.84 million. 

Ailing ex-hostage recovers only slowly 

NICOSIA (AP) — Former British hostage Jack Mann was still 
seriously ill with pneumonia Tuesday and not recovering as fast as 
his doctors hoped, a British forces statement said. The 77-year-old 
former royal air force pilot became ill Jan. 12 and was flown to 
Princess Mary's Hospital in the British base at Akrotiri on foe 
southern coast. The latest statement said Mr. Mann “is still 
seriously ill. His doctors are concerned that, because of his age and 
previous physical condition before entering hospital, he is not 
making as rapid a recovery as they hoped. He did, however, have a 
comfortable night and tests and treatment are continuing.” The 
ex-hostage, who flew fighters during the World War II, settled in 
the Cypriot capital Nicosia with his wife Sunnie after his release in 
Lebanon SepL 24. He had been seized by kidnappers May 12, 
1989. After his wartime service, Mr. Mann worked as an airline 
pilot for Lebanon's national Middle East Airlines, then retired in 
Beirut. 

Sudan said to have seized bishops ’letter 

ROME (R) — Sudan's Islamic fundamentalist government has 
ordered the seizure of a public lejfjjr by Rotnap-Caiholic bishops 
which accused Khartoum of discriminating against non-Muslims, a 
religious order said on Tuesday. The headquarters of the Com 
boniani Missionary Order said foe bishops who signed foe letter 
were ordered to meet government officials last week but there was 
no news on foe outcome. "This action is a further step in the open 
persecution of Christianity in north Sudan and a cause of 
embarrassment for all moderate Muslims around the world,” said a 
statement by foe order, which has more than 200 missionaries in 
Sudan. According to what foe order said was a confidential memo 
of Sudan’s security services, the government said the letter 
“violates national security and provokes dvil strife.” It ordered the 
bishops to band over all copies of the pastoral letter, which had 
statements by the government that there was no discrimination in 
Sudan were false. “It is very evident that present government 
policies are aimed at creating one nation, a nation that is Islamic in 
religion and Arab in culture, in total disregard of foe large number 
of Sudanese drizens who are of other faiths ’and cultures," the 
letter said. Last March. Khartoum introduced a new penal code 
derived from Islamic Sharia law. 

Sutherland seeks funds for AUB 

LONDON (AP) — Former U.S. hostage Tom Sutherland started a 
new job Monday as a fundraiser for the American Univeistty of 
Beirut (AUB), where he was dean of agriculture before this kidnap 
in 1986. “I’ll do this for the next four to six months — and then I 
hope to go into some academic work,” he said. Mr. Sutherland 
took a day out of a vacation with relatives m Scotland to attend a 
cocktail reception given by the university's alumni assodation in 
London and told some 50 former students that he hopes to return 
to Beirut when the State Department lifts travel restrictions. 
During more than six years in captivity, he said, he only cried 
twice, once last Nov. 8 when he heard on the radio that the 
university's college hall and the clock tower had been bombed. The 
first time he cried,, he said, was when he heard a song played for 
hhn on foe BBC world service at the request of his wife Jean. In foe 1 
coming months, Sutherland said, he plans to talk to about 25 
American University of Beirut alumni groups in North America. “I- 
hope to increase the endowment fund and rebuild college hall,” he 
said, estimating that would cost SI0 million. Mr. Sutherland, who 
remained on the faculty of the university during his captivitv 
despite the appointment of a new dean of agriculture, said 
Americans thought 100-year-old Stanford University was: “A great 
place.” It might well be, but the 150-year-old American University 
of Beirut was "much more distinguished.” 
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8 ®=8® - Paris, Geneva (RJ) 

UfclS London, Brussels (RJ) 

1*15 Vienna. Fnmkfun(RJ) 

2W5 Aqaba (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

0W8 Cano (MS) 

!&«• Sanaa (IY) 

**s00 Benghazi (LN) 

2*2« - Karachi (PK) 

departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

HsM Istanbul (RJ) 

U:W Traits. Casablanca (RI 1 

11:39 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

Hi* 8 London (RJ) 

1*15 Aqaba (RJ) 

1*30 Colombo (RJ) 

1*45 Cairo (RJ) 

2*» - New Delhi (RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

3*30 Abu Dubai. Dubai (RJ) 

2*99 - Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 

22s 45 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


0*:15 Beirut (ME) 

1*25 Cairo (MS) 

™ Sanaa (IV) 

MR Benghazi (LN) 

«:20 Karachi (PK) 

MARKET PRICES 

UppcrjJower price in fib per kg. 

Apple (red) 700/700 

Applw(ycnow) 500/ 500 

500/450 

Banana (Mufcaramar) 550 / 500 

Beans 550 / 500 

Cabbage 170/120 

Carrol 220/ 160 

' CautiflowcT 320/ 260 

Creumbcn (large) 250/200 

Cucumbers (small) 600 / 500 

Eggplant 200/150 

560 / 500 

180/120 

200/150 

350 / 300 

Oman (dry) — 180/120 

Ornon (green) ... ......... 180/ 120 

““SC® 420/250 

Pepper (b«) 600 / 500 

Pepper (sweet) 460 / 400 

Tom "° — 420 / 360 




Home News 


t Crown Prince reviews 
: work of history conunittee 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
'■ Highness Crown Prince Hasan, 

- 'the Reg»L was Tuesday briefed 
; oBiber progress of work for the 

writing of Jordan’s history by the 
special committee of scholars en- 
' (nested with the mission by the 
‘ 'Royal Academy for Islamic Gvi- 
i;lisatipn Research (A1 AI Bayt 

T fbdndadon)- 

The. briefing was presented by 
the foundation's president. Dr. 
• ^Nasseredtfin Al Assad, who also 
outlined the foundation’s 
achievements in the past year and 
various middle- and long-term 
pro jets. 

the Crown Prince inspected 
the latest foundation pulications 
Which serve the scholars and re- 

- .searchers in Islamic culture. 

Later, the Crown Prince 
, : chaired a meeting for the founda- 
tion’s council during which a 
general review was made of the 
; ■ foundation’s projects for 1992 


and 1993. The Crown Prince 
’ stressed the need for the founda- 
tion to avail its publications to a 
larger sector of the readers in 
Jordan and abroad so that the 
largest number of scholars can 
benefit from the foundation's 
work. 

The foundation's publications 
over the past 10 years have ex- 
ceeded 120 books while the high- 
er committee for writing Jordan’s 
histoiy has so far published nine 
books on the histoiy of Jordan in 
the past two years. 

The committee writing Jor- 
dan’s bistory was created by 
Prince Hassan upon directives 
from His Majesty King Hussein. 
It includes the foundation presi- 
dent and the heads of the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS), Yar- 
mouk University, the University 
of Jordan, Muta University and 
the Jordan University of Science 
"and Technology. 


Jerusalem Commission to 
^ discuss protection of holy city 


AMMAN (J.T.) —.The 15- 
member Jerusalem Commission 
which is chaired by King Hassan 
□ of Morocco will open meetings 
Thursday to discuss means of 
providing protection to the holy 
city of Jerusalem and its Arab 
and Islamic character, according 
to Minister of Information 
Mahmoud Al Sharif. 

The meeting will review the 
general conditions of the city, 
means of confronting Israel's 
Judaisation process and the role 
of the United Nations in safe- 
guarding the city's holy places to 
combat Israel's measures, said 
Mr. Sharif upon leaving Amman 
V for Morocco to take part in the 
commission meeting. 

Mr. Sharif said be would akn 
attend an Arab and Islamic fore- 
ign ministers conference due in 
Morocco on Friday, also to 
dwell, on the question of Jeru- 
" salem. 

— ^4ting Hassan n will carry the 
ideas and the outcome of these 
conferences to a meeting which 
he. plans to hold with the beads of 
state ■ of countries which have 
Membership at the U.N. Security 
Council said Mr, Sharif. 

The Jerusalem Commission 
was set up in 1969 with die pur- 
pose of exerting efforts at all. 
levels to protect the sacred status ' 



Mahmoud Sharif 


of the city of Jerusalem and to 
resist Israel’s attempts at Judais- 
ing it and changing its Arab char- 
acter. The commission runs a 
special fund which draws on con- 
tributions from Islamic nations to 
finance projects designed to pro- 
tect the character of the holy city. 

On the commission are mem- 
bers representing Jordan, the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, Syria, Egypt. Libya, Leba- 
non, Morocoo, Sudan, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, New Guinea, In- 
donesia, Iran and Senegal. 


Jordan getting help in meeting 
; medical needs of returnees 


' AMMAN (Petra) — The Amman 
office of the Work! Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) is doing all it can 
to help Jordan overcome the dif- 
ficulties taping it in the wake of 
the return of thousands of ex- 
■ patriates from the Gulf, the local 
director of the office said Mon- 

Dr. Abdul Majid Abdul Hadi, 
office director, said that Jordan 
will be helped to offset all nega- 
tive elements of the influence and 
pursue the goal of providing 
health services for ail people by 
the year 2000. 

Noting that Jordan is among 
the most advanced states in 
medical-related matters within 
the Mediterranean zone. Dr. 
Abdul Hadi said that this is being 
made possible due to the pre- 
sence in the Kingdom of highly 
qualified personnel, a network' of 
health centres and private and 
public run hospitals equipped 
with up-to-date medical equip- 
v meat. 


The WHO realises that Jordan 
is struggling to deal with the large 
influx of expatriates that are re- 
quiring vast resources to cater to 
their medical needs. The WHO is 
trying to help the county 
together with other agencies in 
health-related matters as best as 
posable. Dr. Abdul Hadi noted. 

Dr. Abdul Hadi pointed out 
that Jordan succeeded in combat- 
ing infectious disease through im- 
.munisation programmes and 
through national plans to combat 
such killing diseases as AIDS, 
tuberculosis, and malaria. For its 
part, the WHO is helping the 
Health Ministry in primary health 
care programmes, training medic- 
al workers, providing general 
health services and immunisation 
plan. Dr. Abdul Hadi said. 

Furthermore, Dr. Abdul Hadi 
said, the WHO is helping local 
hospitals acquire further medical 
equipment needed mainly for 
training doctors and medical 
workers. 


Kuwait expatriates commend 
Jordanian efforts to help 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ministry 
erf Inferior Secretary General 
Salameh Hamm ad, who is also 
chairman of the Returnees 
Welfare Committee, received 
Tuesday the chairman and 
members of the Administrative 
Committee of the Jordanian 
Community in Kuwait. 

The meeting reviewed issues 
of concern to Jordanian ex- 
patriates who returned home 
from Kuwait. 

The chairman of the com- 
mittee praised measures taken 


by the government and the 
facilities it has provided for the 
returnees, namely changing car 
plates and driving licences and 
removing obstacles feeing the 
returnees in following up the 
issue of compensation to them. 

He also founded His Majesty 
King Hussein's stands and 
keenness to provide every 
possible assistance to the retur- 
nees and commended efforts 
exerted by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and the 
ministers for their help. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Hamwl Chowan Foundation Gaflery — 10 a.m. - 5 pjn. 

* Edi&Riooof the Jttlivittes of the Goetlfe Institute in AmmaH at 

the imrfh i fr , jfohal Amman. 


* Plastic art exhibition 
the Royal Guttural Centre, 
fr Art by Kamal Jawhari at the British CoundL 

SEMINAR 

& Seminar about “Ambitions, Attitudes and Interests of Stu- 
dents la Different Countries of the World” led by Dr. 
MahmeadQudeh of Mata Upfeereity at the British Council — - 

4 ftJBt, - — 


Sharif Zeid discusses Lockerbie 
affair with Parliament speaker 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Arab affaire 
and the threats .posed to Libya - 
over its alleged involvement in 
the Pan Am crash over Scotland 
in 1988 were among the topics 
discussed by Prime Minister Shar- 
if Zeid Ben Shaker and Lower - 
House of Parliament Speaker 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat Tuesday. 

Dr. Arabiyat, who last week 
attended a meeting in Tripoli by 
the Arab Parliamentary Union 
(APU), which convened specifi- 
cally to discuss the Pan Am affair 
and Libya's position, said dut he 
briefed the prime minister on the 
resolutions in this respect. 

Upon returning home from the 
Tripoli meeting. Dr. Arabiyat 
said that the APU was strongly 


behind Tripoli and is forming 
delegations to tour various coun- 
tries in a campaign to support the 
Libyan stand. 

The United States is accusing 
Libya of being behind the crash 
and has been launching a world- 
wide campaign against Tripoli de- 
manding that it hand over those 
allegedly responsible for the crash 
to face trial. Libya has adamantly 
denied any involvement. 

Follwing the meeting held at 
the Parliament House. Sharif 
Zeid said that their discussions 
were within the framework of 
continued coordination and coop- 
eration between the legislative 
and executive authorities. The 
prime minister said that coordina- 


tion of stands and efforts was 
pledged by the government in its 
policy statement to Parliament. 

For his part, Dr. Arabiyat 
echoed Sharif Zeid's views, not- 
ing that they discussed matters of 
common concern to the two au- 
thorities. Everybody believes in 
coordinated steps and fruitful 
cooperation for the benefit of the 
nation, he said. 

This meeting enhances the pro- 
cess of democracy and deepens its 
roots in Jordan, said Dr. Ara- 
biyar. He said, that Parliament 
appreciated continued coordina- 
tion with the government to safe- 
guard public interest and to find 
appropriate solutions for various 
problems. 


Committee agrees to greater 


Syrian cooperation 


Jordanian- 

AMMAN (J-T.) — The 
Jordani an-Syri an Public Works 
and Housing Committee Tuesday 
wound up its fourth meeting in 
Amman and decided to hold the 
next meeting in Damascus in 
May. 

The announcement was made 
by Minister of Public Works and 
Housing Saad Hayel Surour and 
his Syrian counterpart, Moham- 
mad Anatabi, who signed the 
minutes of their deliberations at 
the conclusion of meetings held a! 
the Ministry of Housing and 
Public Works. 

Mr. Surour said that the two 
sides have agreed to organise a. 
series of workshops to discuss 
issues related to housing and 
roads as well as urban develop- 
ment problems. 

One of the workshops, to be 
held in April, will deal with the 


question of improving public ser- 
vices to poor districts and the 
problem of unorganised housing 
operations, the minister noted. 

He said that the other work- 
shops will be held in the up- 
coming year to discuss reducing 
the cost of housing and axial 
weights on the roads. 

Agreement was reached on 
preparing a unified map for road 
networks and ways of linking the 
networks in the two countries, 
including the Amman -Damascus 
highways, the minister added. 

He said that the two sides 
agreed on a special mechanism to 
execute the joint committee’s re- 
solutions and to follow up super- 
vision over the coming work- 
shops. Damascus and Amman 
will also exchange studies and 
research work and expertise on 


matters related to public works 
and housing, he added. 

Before ending his four-day visit 
to Jordan, the Syrian minister 
was taken on a tour of the was- 
. tewater treatment plants and wa- 
ter projects in Jordan as well as 
dams and irrigation projects. ^ 

At a meeting with Water and 
Irrigation Ministry Secretary 
General Mutazz A! Bilbeisi. dis- 
cussion was directed towards 
sewerage schemes. Mr. Bilbeisi 
said 55 per cent of Jordan's re- 
sidential areas are being served 
with sewerage networks^ and 
efforts are underway to expand 
these networks to other regions. 

Discussion also covered the 
ministry's water distribution 
programmes, especially in the 
past summer, to meet the needs 
of the influx of returnees. 





Agreements pave way for stronger ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Agreements signed between 
Libya and Jordan in Amman Monday wifi open 
the door for a stronger relationship between the 
two countries and farther agreements on bilateral 
cooperation in various fields in the future, accord- 
ing to Libyan Minister of Higher Education Dr. 
fh rahfan Abu Khuzam. 

Describing Jordanian- Libyan relations as very 
strong, the Libyan minister said that the agree- 
ments which covered trade, economic cooperation 
cultural and labour matters were designed to 
safeguard the interests of both countries and open 
the door for their fatnre cooperation at an 
expanded level. 

With these agreements, the two countries have 
set up a legal framework and paved the ground 
for stronger cooperation between them at tfre 
different levels, the minister said in a statement 


before his departure for Tripoli at the end of a six 
day official visit to Jordan. 

The agreements, co-signed fry Minister of In- 
dustry and Trade Abdullah Ensour, covered 
trade, tourism, maritime transport, education, 
higher education, health, vocational tr aining , 
information and culture. 

Dr. Abu Khuzam said that the agreements will 
take eff ec t as soon as they have been endorsed by 
the governments of Jordan and Libya. 

During the visit, Dr. Abu Khuzam and his 
accompanying delegation met Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker and other ministers and 
officials. They also and toured businesses and 
industrial companies. 

Dr. Ensour and senior government officials 
wore at the airport to bid farewell to the Libyan 
delegation. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordanian, German 
cooperation discussed 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Higher Educa- 
tion Awad Khleifat received in Amman Tuesday 
German Ambassador to Jordan Heinrich Rein- 
ers. Dr. Khleifat and Mr. Reiners discussed 
scope of cooperation between Jordan and Ger- 
many in the field of higher education and the 
prospect of exchanging educational delegations 
to benefit from German experience in this field. 
Mr. Reiner voiced his country's commitment to 
implementing cultural agreements signed be- 
tween Jordan and former East Germany. 

Mayor receives Australian 
ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Amman Mayor Mohammad 
-Bashir received in his office Tuesday Australian 
Ambassador to Jordan Robert Bowker and 
discus sed with him cooperation between Amman 
Municipality and the Australian Meat and Lives- 
tock Corporation (AMLC). The two agreed to 
exchange expertise in scientific and practical 
fields between the municipality and the AMLC. 

NAF extends JD 3.2 m in aid 

AMMAN (Petra) — The National Aid Fund 
(NAF) has extended JD 3,184,000 in assistance 
to needy families in the Kingdom during the past 
year, according to a statistical study conducted by 
the NAF. The study said 3475 cases benefited 
from the NAFs assistance in 1991. It added that 


the fund has extended JD 4,012400 to 117,644 
beneficiaries since it was established. In 1991, the 
study said, JD 622,473 were extended to needy 
families in Amman Gove more te, JD 423,463 in 
Irbid Govemorate, JD 223,338 in Mafraq Gov- 
ern orate, JD 344,276 in Karak, JD 141477 in 
Tafiieh, JD 167,066 in Maan, JD 165460 in 
Zarqa and JD 178,869 in Balqa. 

Water desalination 
symposium to be held 

AMMAN (Petra) — A symposium on the de- 
salination and recycling of sea, underground and 
waste water will be held in Amman Jan. 25. The 
two-day symposium, which is organised by the 
Higher Council of Science and Technology, will 
discuss five working papers on techniques used in 
desalinating water, the economic feasibility of the 
process, the use of chemicals in recycling water, 
ways of rationalising water consumption and 
sterilising water. 

Pilgrims return, welcomed 

AMMAN (Petra) — Pilgrims from Palestinian 
lands occupied, since 1948 arrived in Amman 
Tuesday from Mecca and Medina in Saudi 
Arabia on their way home after performing the 
lesser pilgrimage. A farewell ceremony was held 
at Amman International Farr later in the day. 
Acting Secretary General of the Ministry of 
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Al Shuheihi Kokash 
delivered a speech at the ceremony in which he 
conveyed to them the greetings of His Majesty 
King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan Tuesday chairs a meeting of the board of directors 
of the Amman Chamber of Industry (Petra photo) 


Self-reliance, role of 


industry key to economic 
restructuring. Regent says 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan’s 
economic restructuring program- 
me b based on adopting self- 
reliance methods as a means of 
stimulating the economy and on 
making industry play a basic role 
in such a process. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, said Tuesday. 

Self-reliance requires coordin- 
ated action among all parties in 
agriculture, supply, finance, tour- 
ism, trade and others, said the 
Regent at a meeting with the 
president and board members of 
the Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try. 

The regent called on the cham- 
ber to set up a specialised work 
team to prepare proposals and 
ideas reflecting the true economic 
situation in Jordan and urged all 
sectors and departments to ex- 
change information and data that 
would help achieve self-reliance. 

While expressing his views that 
the national industry has not yet 
achieved much at the sectoral 
level, the Regent voiced his 
appreciation to the Jordanian in- 
dustrial sector as a whole, espe- 
cially in coping with the generally 
difficult economic situation in the 


past year. 

It is time for the national indus- 
try to be represented by the 
workers themselves besides the 
members of the board of direc- 
tors of companies, the Regent 
said. He suggested that the up- 
coming Davos International Eco- 
nomic Conference to be held in 
Amman should see workers 
among those representing Jorda- 
nians. The conference is usually 
held in Switzerland. 

Referring to the general image 
abroad about investments in the 
Kingdom, he said that it is not 
clear and suggested that a task 
force be set up to promote the 
image about the investment pro- 
cess in the Kingdom. 

With reference to unemploy- 
ment in Jordan, the Regent said 
that Jordanian universities and 
vocational training centres ought 
to adapt their courses in a manner 
that would cater to the needs of 
the labour market, turning out 
skilled workers and curtailing the 
problem of unemployment. 

Referring to regulations gov- 
erning industry in Jordan, the 
Regent said it is time for upgrad- 
ing laws and regulations and de- 


fining the platform for further 
progress of the industrial sector. 

At the outset of the meeting, 
chamber President Khaldoun 
Abu Hassan outlined the cham- 
ber's achievements over the past 
year and plans for the upcoming 
four years. He said that the plan 
aims at promoting the national 
industry in its various sectors and 
calls for the establishment of spe- 
cialised institutes to promote cer- 
tain industries and exports in 
addition to plans for increasing 
Jordan's participation in Arab or 
international industrial fairs to 
promote exports. 

Mr. Abu Hassan said that 
Jordanian industrialists back the 
government's plans to carry out 
an economic restructuring prog- 
ramme, but he expressed hope 
that the government would create 
a better investment climate so 
local industries can compete with 
foreign products abroad. 

Present at the meeting was 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Abdullah Ensour. who said that 
the industrial sector has submit- 
ted very reasonable demands and 
the government will consider 
their requests. 


Photographs of Jordan 
to be exhibited in Europe 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An exhibition 
of photographs on Jordan was 
held at the Galerie de la FNAC in 
Paris Tuesday under the patron- 
age of Her Majesty Queen Noor 
and the French minister of tour- 
ism. 

The exhibition depicted va- 
rious aspects of Jordan's anti- 
quities and is designed to orient 
the French public on the various 
cultures in Jordan over the ages. 

Minister of Tourism Yanal 
Hikmat deputised for the Queen 
at the opening ceremony, which 
was attended by representa- 
tives of various cultural organisa- 
tions in the French capital. 

The 20 photographs to be exhi- 
bited have been taken by Rene 


Burn, a Swiss bom in 1933 who 
specialises in photographs of the 
Middle East. There are 26 galler- 
ies de la FNAC with three in 
Paris and four in Belgium* 
through which to circulate a total 
of 160 photographs. 

An estimated 150,000 people 
visit each exhibition according to 
a press release from Queen 
Noor's office. ■ It said 30 new 
exhibitions are created each year 
dedicated to known talents and 
discovering new ones. 

According to the press release, 
the exhibition will last for one 
month but will later tour a num- 
ber of French and Belgian cities 
for two years. 


Jordan 
participating 
in Berlin 
festival 

BERLIN (J.T.) — Jordan is tak- 
ing part in the annual Interna- 
tional Berlin Green Week this 
year, displaying samples of agri- 
cultural products in a bid to 
promote exports in Europe. 

The Jordanian pavilion was vi- 
sited Tuesday by the German 
minister of agriculture and Jor- 
dan's ambassador to Germany, 
Khaled Madadha. who inspected 
the various products which in-' 
elude canned food and fresh fruit. 
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Creating facts 


FIRST thing that comes to min d in the 
context of self-reliance for Jordanians is the 
glaring gaps in some of our bask industrial 
structure — most prominently those related to the 
consumer sector. There are thousands of simple 
but imported products that Jordanians consume 
on a regular basis but the net beneficiary in the 
equation is the foreign manufacturer. 

While It is true that the Jor danians are indeed 
very enterprising and are innovative to explore all 
avenues for import substitutes, the fact is that 
there are also many visible and invisible con- 
straints that loom as hurdles whenever one 
pursues a serious idea. Among them are capital 
and environmental requirements which, somehow 
or the other, appear to be applied uniformly with 
little regard for the necessity of such prerequisites 
’n certain given situations. Of course, that is not to 
suggest that capital and environmental conditions 
should be overlooked while the authorities 
approve new industries. However, there are 
thousands of small-scale projects that do not need 
heavy or medium-level industrial support and do 
not pose any environmental threats. These pro- 
jects, labelled cottage industries in many Third 
World countries, could in fact become the back- 
bone of Jordan's economy and contribute to 
addressing the unemployment problem if properly 
encouraged and nurtured. Japan has already set 
an example for the rest of tjie world in this field 
and now the Japanese havf the lead in the 
international market in terms of quality and 
prices. 

The idea is to look more closely at the market 
situation with a view to exploring the feasibility 
and requirements of labour-oriented small-small 
projects which could be launched from one's 
home and then establish the c hannels and means 
to invite the attention of the people to such 
ventures. Indeed, the entire responsibility should 
not be shifted solely to the government. The 
Jordanians owe it to themselves to pick up their 
own means and ways. But the authorities could go 
a long way in helping them do it with establishing 
facts and procedures that preempt the possibilities 
of projects being rejected on technical grounds. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE WASHINGTON peace talks ended without any fruitful 
results, with the Israelis openly declaring that they would not 
comply with the will of the international community or implement 
the U.N. Security Council resolutions on the Middle East 
question, said Al Ra’i daily Tuesday. The paper said that backed 
by U.S. support and in view of the weak Arab stand, the Israelis 
are insisting to see a total capitulation of the Arab Nation and a 
peace treaty with the Arab without having to withdraw one inch 
from the occupied Arab territory. By destroying the Iraqi military 
might, the U-S.-Israeli alliance hoped to end any resistance on the 
part of the Arab side in the face of Israel’s bid to impose 
hegemony on the Arab World, said the paper. But it said that the 
aggression has only succeeded in bolstering Israel’s hand in the 
occupied Palestinian land, prompting Mr. Shamir and his govern- 
ment to mock at- U.N. resolutions and the requirements of the 
international legality. The paper said that the Israelis are building 
settlements and disregarding any talk' about peace based on 
justice and the exchange of peace for land; and it is now ap to the 
United Nations and the world community to see to it that 
international legality is respected. The paper said that if there is 
no imposition of any U.N. rule over Israel's behaviour, it should 
be openly -declared that the so-called international legitimacy is 
nothing but a big He created by the Americans as a pretext to 
launch aggression on the Iraqi people. 


What will the Bush administration have to say in reply to Yitzhak 
Shamir's latest statements near Hebron in which he reiterated 
that the occupied Arab lands are Israeli land and will remain so 
for ever? asked Sawt Al Sbaab daily Tuesday. According to Mr. 
Shamir, there is no power in the world that can force Israel to 
abandon one inch of occupied Arab land or halt Israel’s settlement 
programmes, said the paper. The paper said that the Arab parties 
to the Madrid and Washington peace talks responded favourably 
to the American invitation to participate in the negotiations with 
the hope that the talks will lead to a peaceful settlement with the 
‘ exchange of land for peace. It said that the Arab parties have 
been displaying extreme patience with Israel and the American 
administration over these talks which resulted in nothing except in 
further Israeli intransigence. The Bush administration had given 
promises and pledges to the Arabs that the Israelis will abandon 
the occupied Arab territories, but nothing has been done and the 
U.S. administration has showed its total importance, the paper 
added. Since the very start of the peace process, Israel has been 
laying mines in the field of negotiations and obstructing every 
attempt to reach a settlement with the Arabs, the paper said. It 
said that Mr. Shamir is now reaffirming his government’s total 
rejection of any move to bring about peace based on justice by 
openly announcing that Israel will remain in the Arab lands for 
ever. By so declaring, said the paper, Mr. Shamir has driven the 
last nail in the coffin of the peace process. 


Economic Forum 


Bv Dr. Abdalia Ma£ki 


Categories of savings 


IT is true that savings are funds used to finance investments. But 
it does not follow that each country's investments are necessarily 
financed only from its own savings. Part of any country's 
investments may be financed by another country's savings or the 
savings of a combination of foreign countries. 


Now when that happens, that is in a situation where part of the 
investments of a certain country is financed from its own savings 
and the other part is financed from the savings of other countries, 
how are we going to differentiate between these two parts? What 
terms should be used to denote both? 

One way is to call that part of our investments, financed from 
the savings of other countries, “foreign savings." In this case, our 
own savings will carry the opposite linguistic label, that is national 
savings. An alternative linguistic approach is to call them 
“external savings" 'in which case our savings will be termed 
“domestic savings.” 


Two crucial facts must be remembered here. First, the terms 
“domestic" and “national" savings refer to one thing, that is the 
savings of Jordan. There is no such thing as national savings that 
are distinct from or independent of domestic savings. If we 
financed all our investments from our savings, we would not be in 
need of any of the two terms, domestic and national, and instead 


we would have talked only about savings alone which would refer, 
as always, to the difference between our current revenues on the 
one hand and our current expenditures on the other. Thus, in die 
presence of foreign borrowing, the term “savings," “domestic 
savings" -and “national savings," refer to one thing and in its 
absence we do not need them at all. In this case, we need only one 
word, savings. There is only one group of current revenues and 
one group of current expenditures for any given country and 
therefore it can have one and only one sort of savings, not three. 

Of course, savings of any country can be disaggregated into the 
saving? of the private sector and those of the public sector. They 
can also be classified into household, corporate and public 
savings. In these two contexts, we talk about aggregate savings as 
contrasted with these disaggregates. 

So much for the first fact. The second fact is that foreign savings 
in this context do not refer to the savings of a specific foreign 
country. As loans to finance our investments may be acquired 
from, say, 20 countries, foreign savings here refer to savings 
coming from as many countries. Even if we acquired all related 
foreign loans from a single country, apparently foreign savings 
will still not refer to the totality of the savings of that country. 

Now, strange enough,. the terms “domestic” and “national" 
savings, which are merely linguistic devices coined to cope with 


operational and analytical issues, have bcen p^eked up^_5^c 
JSrcJe to talk about two different things. This lerT j|jJ* 
has been facilitated by the presence of two 
aggregates carrying the same notation, namely P 

and pS national product. Th* is indeed lavety 
deplorable dewfopment because it destroys the whole 
concept of savings, paves the way to draw faulty and 
conclusions and thereafter provides a pretext to 
grossly erroneous economic policy injures, a 
faotxL observed in Jordan recently. Because 
aid (grants), -our consumption has swollen above our gross 
domestic product (but not above our disposable income). AS a 
result, some have started to talk about the so-called negative 
domestic savings and went from there to prescribe strange pohey 

Very simply, there is no such thing as domestic consumption hi 
our national accounts (nor in those of any other country) which is 
to be subtracted from our gross domestic product to arrive at 
domestic savings. Nor is there national consumption^ tie 
compared to our gross national product to enable us derive a 
national savings aggregate. Again, there is only one type of 
savings for any country, that is the difference between its current 
revenues and current expenditures. 


Cantonising the future Palestinian state 

Current settlement drive is dividing West Bank, shifting Green Line eastwards 


The following article is reprinted 
from Challenge, a magazine of 
Israeli left. 


By Roni Ben Efrat 


IKE Gulf war and the massive 
Jewish immigration have led 
Israel to make an unprecedented 
drive for territorial domination 
on both sides of the Green Line. 
Emboldened by its favourable 
international image and the flood 
of new immigrants, the govern- 
ment is moving to implement 
settlement plans which have lain 
dormant for decades. 

It is no secret that the leaders 
of the state, from both the 
Labour Party and the Likud, 
have never been satisfied with the 
borders drawn up after the 1948 
war. For this reason, Israel has 
still not defined its borders. Dur- 
ing the 1967 war an abortive 
attempt was made to straighten 
the eastern ceasefire-line and to 
annex the whole area stretching 
from Tulkarm south to Qalqilya' 
and Latrun. Indeed, the army 
successfully - expelled the resi- 
dents of the Latrun-area villages 
of Beit Nova. Am was and Beit 
Yahi, destroying these villages 
without leaving a trace. But wide 
public condemnation prevented 
similar expulsions in the Qalqilya 
area, and the annexation plan 
was shelved. 

Yigal Alon of the Labour Par- 
, who at separate times headed 
e Education and Foreign 
Affairs ministries, wanted Israel 
to annex the entire Jordan Valley 
region (Mapl). This would en- 
close what Israel recognised as its 
natural hinterland between two 
long strips: the widened coastal 
plane on the one side, and the 
Jordan Valley on the other. The 
Palestinian population in the 
West Bank would thereby be 
isolated from its natural hinter- 
land in the Arab World, Jordan. 

Mr. Alon’s approach was in- 
tended to avoid tampering with 
the concentrated population in 


K 


the West Bank. What drove him 
was the principle of maximum 
area, minimum residents. Today 
this principle is being expressed 
in the (dan of “cantonisation," 
whose enthusiastic supporters in- 
clude former Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. The plan views 
the geographic division of the 
occupied territories, and the news 
fails accomplis created during the 
occupation, as a foundation for 
four cantons: the Nabhis-Jenin 
area; the Ramallah area to a 
point north of Jerusalem; the 
Hebron area to a point south of 
Jerusalem; and the Gaza Strip 
(Map 2). 

The canton system is in poHtic- 
al harmony with the autonomy 
plan, which forsees the establish- 
ment of local districts in Pales- 
tine, entitled at most to the right 
of self-administration. One in- 
dication that this approach is 
being actualised are the travel 
restrictions imposed on Palesti- 
nians since the Gulf war ended, 
which prohibit holders of West 
Bank or Gaza Strip identity cards 
from entering Israel and East 
Jerusalem. Since Jerusalem is the 
main transit point for travel with- 
in the West Bank, the restrictions 
effectively divide the occupied 
territories into three separate re- 
gions. 

The Likud never accepted can- 
tonisation. It gave the Gush 
Emunim movement a green light 
to deliberately establish settle- 
ments close to population centres 
in the heart of the West Bank. 
The Likud was even more suc- 
cessful than Labour in fulfilling 
the vision of hinterlands for 
Israel's two metropolitan centres, 
Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, on the 
territory of the West bank. 


natural rear for the Tel Aviv area 
(Map 4). Overpopulation and the 
high cost of agricultural land are 
impeding development beyond 
the city's present boundaries. 
“We had two choices," declared 
Housing Minister Ariel Sharon, 
“to crowd the population into the 
coastal plain and confiscate tens 
of thousands of dunums of excel- 
lent agricultural land, or to estab- 
lish model settlements on lovely 
hillsides in Judea and Samaria, 
Wadi Ara, the Galilee and the 
Negev." 

The original goal of the Sharon 
plan was to establish Jewish 
population centres along two 
horizontal axes, the trans-Samar- 
ia highway and the Qalqilya road. 
After more than a decade, Mr. 
Sharon has moved on to the 
creation of a new vertical line of 
settlements between Azzoim and 
Dier Bailout villages, with the 
goal of shifting the Green Line 
eastward. To this end, the latest 
wave of land confiscations target- 
led 17,000 dunums between this 
vertical axis and the Green Line. 


Greater Td Aviv 


Although Israel has never pub- 
licly admitted the fact, the quad- 
rangle between Qalqilya and the 
settlements of Qedumim, Ariel 
and Beit Arieb is meant to be a 


The area of the confiscations is 
sparsely populated and dotted 
with small villages, which ex- 
panded mainly under the British 
Mandate. Most of the land is 
rocky, used primarily for grazing 
rather than cultivation, which is 
the excuse for it being handed 
over to the state. Over 1 million 
dunums all over the West Bank 
have been confiscated under the 
same pretext. Of course, interna- 
tional law does not recognise the 
legality of the annexations, since 
these lands belong to residents of 
the occupied territories and the 
occupying power has no legal 
right to them. International law 
also forbids the occupying power 
from changing the landscape of 
the territory under occupation. 

A tour of the trans-Samarian 
highway and the Qalqilya road 
makes it clear to what extent the 
Likud government has succeeded 
over the past decade in laying a 


foundation for the development 
of Jewish satellite cities. The ex- 
cellent highway system circum- 
vents Arab villages, hiding the 
legal owners of the land from 
view. Just before the new road 
leading to Beit Arieh settlement, 
there is a massive parking area set 
aside for vehicles from the terri- 
tories, which have been pre- 
vented from entering Israel since 
the Gulf war. Workers park their 
cars there, then take Israeli buses 
to their jobs in Tel Aviv, and 
Petach Tflcva. Of coarse, the bor- 
der is for Palestinians only. 

In Beit Arieh, as in all other 
settlements, the bulldozers are 
working at full speed and nearby 
hills are already levelled and 
ready for what is officially called 
“extension." This new hinterland 
has about 30,000 residents, 
almost equal to the population of 
the nearby Arab villages, not 
counting tile city of Qalqilya. 
This is about one-third of the 
total number of settlers in the 
.territories, outside of Jerusalem. 

. The settlements are not only 
residential.-. Thanks to generous 
-incentives for investors and in- 
dustrialists, large industrial parks 
have been and continue to be built 
here. Ya’akov Feitelman, direc- 
tor of an industrial zone at Bar- 
kan, next to Arid settlement, is 
quoted in Ha’aretz as saying that 
Barkan now has 80 factories, as 
opposed to 24 in 1988, and ex- 
pects to build another 20 by the 
end of this year. The mdustrial 
zone employs about 2,000 peo- 
ple, a number which is expected 
to double quickly, and total in- 
vestment exceeds S300 million. 
About 45 percent of the products 
are for export: To avoid the ban 
on exporting Israeli products 
from the occupied territories, 
Ha'aretz reported, the companies 
are licensed as subsidiaries, and 
their products are frequently 
packaged within Israel. 

Eradicating the Green Line 

Currently Mr. Sharon's aggres- 


sive building campaign centres on 
his “Seven Stan": cities to be 
'build just inside the Green Line 
which will extend into Israel and 
the West Bank (Map 3). The 
dries are located as follows: 
Sha'arei Ephriam, south of Tul- 
karm; Tzar Natan, west of 
Taibeh village; Eyal, south of 
Taibefa; Yarchiv, near Kufr Qas- 
sem; Givat Habroshim; Mazor 
Atika, south of Givat Hab- 
roshim; Shoham, next to Beit 
Nabalah; and ModTin, northeast 
of Ramleh. 

The seven are in varying stages 
of development. People are 
already living in Sha'arei 
Ephraim, Tiur Natan and Mod- 
i’in; construction is underway in 
Ayal and Yarchiv; and Mazor 
Atika and Shoham are still being 
planned. The growth of the new 
dries will be accompanied by the 
expansion of existing settlements 
in tiie area. 

The “Seven Stars” plan has 
important political implications. 


Wadi Ara — Sharon’s AchBles 
heel 


The settlements are an ideal place 
for immigrant absorption, since 
they are part of the metro-politan 
area of Tel Aviv and at the same 
time are built on the Green Line. 


The land necessary for their ex- 
pansion is already confiscated 
from Arab villages in the triangle 
and across the Green Line. 
Thousands of donums were re- 
cently confiscated from Dier Ball- 
ot for the expansion of Givat 
Habroshim, for example. 

So far there has been no 
opposition to these (dans and 
their implementation, either from 
the U.S. government or the 
Israeli left. Yet it is dear that the 
construction of new towns just 
west of the Green Line is only the 
precursor to eastward expansion. 


In contrast to the gains 
achieved in other areas, settle- 
ment plans for the Wadi Ara area 
have failed. In a document enti- 
tled “The Nahai Eton Project: A 
Five-Year Plan for the Develop- 
ment of the Eron-Reihan Re- 
gion,” published by the Settle- 
ment Dep a rt m ent of the World 
Zionist Organisation (WZO), the 
authors concede that: 

“In spite of a national consen- 
sus concerning the development 
of this area according to tire Alon 
Plan, the area of Nahai Iron 
remains with a scarce Jewish set- 
tlement [sic]. The area of 180 
[square] kilometres is inhabited 
by less than 1,000 Jews, in the 
heart of an Arab population 
numbering 160.000." 

The Likud government’s 
emphasis on settlement of the 
territories did not leave room for 
settlement of this area. .Now, 
however, massive immigration 
accompanied by generous fund- 
ing is providing a golden oppor- 
tunity for the Likud government, 
with the complete support of tire 
Labour Party, to break the ter- 
ritorial continuity of Arab settle- 
ment in this area, which is also a 
strategic traffic route between Tel 
Aviv and the Galilee. The goal of 
the Eron Refhan project is to 
surround Arab localities in the 
Wadi Ara area, especially Um Al 
Fahm, with two belts of Jewish 
settlement, one within the Green 
Line and one in the territories 
(Map 4). 

In a section entitled “Goals of 
the Project,'' the WZO plan 
states: 

“The project is intended main- 

(Continued oo page 5) 




Map 1. The Alon Plan: Between 1967-75 the 
Jerusalem and Jordan Valley corridors were 
esta bl ished (empty stars). The Gush £maun 
wave between 1975-77 struck al the heart of the 
West Bank (stars with dots). 


Map 2. Reinforcement: During the 1980’s 
settlement planners focused on ennmHdating the 
Jerusalem corridor and creating a new trans- 
Samaria corridor to the north. 



Map 3. The “Seven Stars": Now under 
construction, these dries just inride the Green 
Line wffl buttress settkntcuts to the east, complet- 
ing the drririon of tire West Bank into three 
separate cantons. 


fttop 4. Fashing Easb The Td A,iv Material! 
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area. Arab localities are marked in Madr Jewish 
towns and settlements in white. 


Albert Glock — an American with us 


By Dr. Hanna Nasir 

The writer is the departed presi- 
dent of Bitzeit University. 

BIRZEIT University lost last 
Sunday afternoon one of its most 
distinguished professors — 
Albert Glock, professor of 
archaeology and head of the In- 
stitute of Archaeology at the un- 
versity. He was shot and killed in 
the university town of Bitzeit by 


an unidentified person. 

Albert was an American 
citizen. However, his spirit was 
Palestinian. He was nicknamed 
Abu Omar and he enjoyed that 
name. In fact, I think he chose 
that name. He was a hard work- 
er, diligent and sincere. His mind; 
'was set on training Palestinian 
archaeologists to that they would 
compete with the Israelis. He was 
tough and did not cut edges. 


I often met with Albert during 
bis fretpient trip to Amman. His 
pet topic was the development of 
the Archaeology Institute and the 
training of its personnel. He also 
made it a point to visit with some 
-of his ex-students doing graduate 
work in Jordan and to continue 
his guidance to them. 

He identified a lot with the 
Palestinian cause. He could see 
the injustice. He had been living 


in Jerusalem for over eighteen 
years and during this time, he and 
bis wife Lois, developed much 
compassion for the Palestinian 
people. 

We, at Birzeit, greatly re- 
spected Albert and his intellec- 
tual integrity. The fact that he 
was a foreign national was totally 
irrelevant His sincerity and de- 
dication were the only criterion 
for his acceptability — by Birzeit 


and by the Palestinian commun- 
ity. They considered him their 
guest. That is why we think that 
the murder could not have been 
done except by enemies of the 
Palestinian people. As such, the 
university not only condemns the 
murder in the strongest possible 
terms, but implores the United 
Nations to provide protection for 
tire people under occupation. 

Albert spent sixteen mtinter- 


rupted years at Birzeit, full with 
tire spirit of giving and dedica- 
tion. The tragic event has hit us 
heavily. We will continue to flunk 
of Albert and be guided by ^ 
dedication. We share the sorrow 
his loss with his family and 
friends. We want them to know 
that the best condolences we are 
ante to offer, are the-promise to 
continue the work as Albert (Abu 
Umar ) would have wanted it to. 
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Two-track negotiations ensured 


Russia 


Palestinians set their terms 


(Confined front page 1) 

tantly on the muitmatiociai talks 
scheduled to be held in Moscow 
on Jan. 28-29. 

She said invitation to the 
Palestinians to attend the Mbs- 
v cow talks was received by the 

- Palestinian , delegation members 

. j in Washington. 

This was done upon directives 
. 'rp from the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) because the 
:- co-sponsors of the talks — die 

: O' United States and Russia — had 
. ' failed to hand the invitation to 

Faisal Hussemi, leader of the 
.’*• Palestinian consultative team, 

: y Dr: Asfcrawt said. 

' : Mr. Husseini refused to receive 

the invitation because the Mos- 
cow meeting will be attended by 
■O envoys representing countries 

and .therefore the invitation 
should go to the PLO, which is 
the sole and legitimate repre- 
' sentative of the Palestinian peo- 

ple, Dr. Ashrawi said. 

She said that the Palestinians 
~-«^ s from the occupied territories and 

the diaspora should participate in 
the Moscow talks. 

The Moscow parley would be 
along the lines of the Madrid 
^ conference and the Palestinian 

delegation would not place pre- 
. r<v conditions for the negotiations as 

'.:J- their contacts and consultations 

with the Americans are con- 
tinuing, she said. 

. But, die noted, a decision to go 
or not to go to Moscow has not 
been handed over to the Amer- 
icans and Russians. 

She noted that the reply should 
come from the PLO. 

Answering a question on re- 
ports that an Israeli military court 
rejected a plea by seven Palesti- 
nians to be expelled from Pales- 
tine, Dr. Ashrawi said the expul- 
sion decisions, together with 
Israel's escalation of its repressive 
measures against the Palesti- 
v mans, were provocative measures 
practiced by the Israeli govern- 
ment. - 

The Palestinians do not trust 
any verdicts by any military 
courts because the Israeli judici- 
ary serves no justice but Israel's 
interests. Dr. Ashrawi said. 


The Israeli government’s ac- 
tions are not deterred from in- 
side, and therefore the world 
community should exercise its 
own pressure by cutting off finan- 
cial aid to Israel, she said. 

.Dr. Ashrawi also issued a 
veiled threat that the 
Palestinians would boycott the 
peace talks if the United States 
granted $10 billion in loan 
guarantees to Israel. 

“The Middle East peace pro- 
cess cannot go on, from the 
Palestinians' point of view, if the 
United States takes a decision to 
fund the occupation and settle- 
ment activities in Arab territor- 
ies,” Dr. Ashrawi said. 

“This issue is a test for U.S. 
impartiality in the peace pro- 
cess,” she said. "We cannot- 
afford to have the peace process 
rolling while settlements are 
being built in our lands.” 

Dr. Ashrawi expressed hope 
that the peace process would help 
Arab countries coordinate their 
positions with regard to the set- 
tlement issue and the need for 
providing protection to the 
Palestinian people under Israeli 
occupation. She said that the 
Palestinians were looking for- 
ward to Arab backing to achieve 
independent rule. 

Earlier Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker received in bis 
office Tuesday members of the 
Palestinian delegation and re- 
viewed with them the outcome of 
the latest round of talks and 
prospects for the coming stage. 

The prime minister exchanged 
views with the delegation mem- 
bers about deepening Jordanian- 
Palestinian coordination at the 
two-track levels so as to achieve 
the implementation of the inter- 
national legality and attain the 
aspired legitimate rights of the 
Palestinians. 

Present at the meeting were 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Education Thouqan 
Hindawi, Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Transport AJi 
Suheimat, Foreign Minister 
Kamel Abu Jaber and Minister of 
S^te for Prime Ministry Affairs 
Ibrahim Izzeddine. 
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Cantonising Palestine 


(Continued on page 4) 
fy to increase the Jewish popula- 
tion of the region to a significant 
extent within a given period. 

This goal will be attained in. the 
most efficient manner by the <Ie- 
ploymcnt of a settlement pattern 
composed of a cluster of rural 
community settlements to be de- 
veloped around an urban centre 
(with a population of about 
12,000) and serving as the focal 
point of the region in both geog- 
raphic and financial terms. Tins 
will allow a proper and efficient 
functioning of the whole settle- 
ment system, despite the current 
and projected discrepancy be- 
tween the Jewish and the Arab 
population. This urban centre 
will grow into a link between 
Eron Region and Reihan Region 
by virtne of its location and func- 
tions in such fields as employ- 
ment and services." 

Among the other goals of the 
project is “promotion of a spirit 
of local identity and relief of the 
feeling of isolation.” 

Thus, at the same time that 
Ariel Sharon’s bulldozers in the 
occupied territories are subject to 
condemnation, his actions inside 
the Green Line fall within the 
national consensus, acceptable to 
both left and right. This division 
is artifical and harmful for two 


reasons. First, settlement activity 
in the occupied territories and 
settlement activity along the 
Green line and in Wadi Ara are 
two sides of the same coin. Their 
goal is to erase the Green Line 
and to delay indefinitely opportu- 
nities for political negotiations. 
Second, berth types of settlement 
activity are the product of the 
same racist perspective which 
views Palestinians, whether they 
live in the occupied territories or 
Israel, as residents with no rights 
to their own . land. 

The political ramifications of 
settlement on either side of the 
Green Line are disastrous. In the 
occupied territories, farad does 
not recognise the right of the 
Palestinian people to its own 
state, and has simply pirated its 
land, water and possessions for 
the last 24 years. In Israel, where 
the Arab population has no daim 
to independence, official policy 
continues to treat Arab citizens as 
a security risk which must be 
neutralised, and as conditional 
citizens. Jewish immigration is 
being used to strengthen this poli- 
cy of apartheid against the Arab 
population in Israel, and to 
generate geographic and demog- 
raphic facts in the occupied terri- 
tories which will hinder any peace 
settlement. 


(Continued from page 1) 

that there would be a meeting on 
the Moscow round but Egypt said 
it had received an invitation to 
discuss coordinating the Arab 
position on the Russia talks in 
Morocco on Friday. 

Hie Palestinian News Agency 
Wafa said Russian officials ex- 
plained their view in talks this 
week with Mahmoud Abbas, 
(Abu Mozen), a member of the 
PLO’s Executive Committee. 

“Russian (Foreign Affairs) 
Minister Andrei Kozyrev under- 
lined to Abu Mazen that Moscow 
wants the multilateral negotia- 
tions to take place on its soil, 
despite the current crisis.” the 
spokesman said. 

U.N. demands- frill role 

The United Nations will not 
attend the Moscow talks unless its 
status is upgraded to that of a foil 
participant, a U.N. spokesman 
said Monday. 

“The United Nations... would 
be happy to participate in the 
forthcoming multilateral meeting 
of the Middle East peace confer- 
ence... provided it is invited to 
attend as a full-fledged partici- 
pant," said Francois Giuliani, 
spokesman for U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali. 

Edouard Brunner. U.N. spe- 
cial envoy for the Middle East, 
has attended earlier Mideast 
peace talks as an observer. 


Algeria 

(Continued from page 1) 

Algiers since Mr. Benjedid step- 
ped down. 

FIS leaders claim that more 
than 500 of their supporters, in- 
cluding members of their ruling 
council of deputies elected to the 
National People’s Assembly, 
have been arrested since last 
week. 

The official APS news agency 
reported Monday that police 
arrested the iman of the A! 
Maitar Mosque in Boussaada, 
south of Algiers, on Saturday and 
charged him with “inciting 
citizens to revolt against the state 
from the mosque.” 

The new leaders were holding 
crisis talks Tuesday to tackle eco- 
nomic woes fuelling Islamic fun- 
damentalism and discontent. 

Headed by Prime Minister 
Sidahmad Ghozali. the cabinet 
was to meet on the orders of the 
regime “to draw tip concrete 
steps to relaunch the economy.” 

Algerian commentators fore- 
cast a ministerial reshuffle, with 
El Watan newspaper seeing 
“super-ministries” being formed 
to try to master-mined fast action 
to kickstart the troubled eco- 
nomy. 

Burdened by debt, Algeria's 
foreign exchange coffers are 
almost empty. 

Unemployment, particularly 
among the young, is around 20 
per cent and rising. Inflation, 
officially 22 per cent in the first 
nine months of last year, pursues 
and upward spiral. 

Jobless youths, lacking hope of 
a better life, are seen as an easy 
recruiting target by the FIS. 

Le Matin said priority projects 
included work on a motorway, 
part of a trans-Maghreb auto- 
route which would quickly bring 
8,000 jobs and create another 
*80,000 later. Another project was 
more work on a Mediterranean 
port in eastern Jijel area, railway 
extensions, and speeding up the 
capital’s ambitious (netro project. 

The lynchpin of funding Mr. 
Ghozali’s economic strategy is a 
hydrocarbon law passed last year 


(Continued from page 1) 

Moscow,” Dr. Erekai told 
the Associated Press. 

Only Palestinians from the 
occupied territories have 
been directly represented in 
the peace talks since its open- 
ing in Madrid last October, 
while Palestinians from the 
diaspora and East Jerusalem 
have been confined to the 
role of advisors. 

But now the PLO believes 
that it cannot afford to allow 
the same form of representa- 
tion that it authorised for the 
bilateral talks since the multi- 
lateral talks deal with final 
and permanent solutions. 

“The Madrid formula was 
designed for talks on interim 
arrangements but the multi- 
lateral talks deal with final 
arrangements and all Palesti- 
nians should be repre- 
sented,” Mr. Najjab said. 
“The Palestinians should be 
dealt with as one people. We 
shall insist this time on the 
representation of Palestinians 
in the diaspora and from East 
Jerusalem.” 

The PLO official said that 
the U.S. bad so far refused to 
consider representation of 
Palestinians in the diaspora 
and from East Jerusalem. 

He warned that the con- 
tinuity of the same form of 
participation will drive a 
wedge between the Palesti- 
nian inside the territories and 
those in the diaspora. 

The PLO fears, according 
to Mr. Najjab, that unless all 
Palestinians were repre- 
sented issues like the future 
of East Jerusalem and the 
rights of Palestinian refugees 
displaced in 1967 and 1948 
will be tackled inadequately 
if not totally dropped. 

Both issues were supposed 
to be on the bilateral talks 
agenda but due to strong 
Israeli rejections and U.S. 
reservations, the initial 
understanding that they will 
be tackled at the multilaterals 
— limiting bilaterals to in- 
terim arrangements on 
Palestinian self-rule. 


The Palestinians reject the 
Israeli insistance to drop 
negotiations over East Jeru- 
salem, which Israel wants to 
keep under its control, while 
Tel Aviv will seek agree- 
ments that will lead to a 
permanent settlement of the 
Palestinian refugees in the 
host Arab countries. 

The . PLO evidently be- 
lieves that a delegation repre- 
senting all Palestinians will 
fora the Israelis to deal with 
Palestinian natioal rights and 
United Nations resolutions. 

“The U.S. wants to main- 
tain the same form of Palesti- 
nian participation in order to 
confine recognition of the 
Palestinian people to the 
West bank and Gaza Strip,” 
argued Mr. Najjab. 

According to Mr. Najjab, 
there were suggestions, 
apparently by the U.S.. that 
Palestinians in the diaspora 
can take part in technical 
sub-committees during the 
multilaterals. , 

He indicated that such 
proposals were unacceptable 
to the PLO. 

“There is concern that 
some Arab cuntries will reach 
separate deals with Israel 
through the sub- 
committees," he said. 
“Therefore we will seek 
guarantees that there will be 
no separate Arab-Israeli 
deals.” 

Mr. Najjab, expressing re- 
sentment of the U.S. posi- 
tion. pointed out that the 
American insistence to ex- 
clude the PLO was “incom- 
prehensible. especially that 
‘all* countries that are taking 
part in the Moscow talks rec- 
ognise the organisation and 
support the establishment of 
an independent Palestinian 
state. 

Commenting on the same 
issue, Palestinians spokes- 
woman Hanan Ashraw said 
in Amman Tuesday that the 
PLO was the only authorised 
side to decide on whether 
Palestinians would attend the 
meeting. 


right-wing parties quit the ruling 
coalition in hopes of stalling 
Israeli participation in the peace 
talks. 

Mr. Shamir and his Likud party 
ministers have indicated they in- 
tend to run an election campaign 
on the twin planks of a tough 
approach to dealings with Arabs 
while simultaneously continuing 
peace talks. 

Mr. Arafat also said the United 
States has not been an “honest 
broker" in the Arab-Israeli peace 
talks. 



HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 


Potash Production Expansion 
I.F.B. No. 30-4857-64-9/Control Systems 
(Extension of Closing Date for Tendering) 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (APC) 
announces the extension of closing date 
for I.F.B. No. 30-4857-64-9 from 12:00 
noon, February 15, 1992 to 12:00 noon 
February 29, 1992. 

A.Y.Ensour 

Managing Director 

The Arab Potash Company Ltd. 


Arafat 

(Continued from page 1) 

peace talks),” Mr. Arafat said. 

Mr. Arafat said he did nor 
know how the prospect of early 
elections in Israel would affect 
the peace process. 

“You have to ask them what 
will happen now after this trouble 
in their cabinet,” he said. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir lost his majority in parlia- 
ment on Sunday after two small 


Israeli army 

(Continued from page 1) 

tones after Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir vowed to step up 
settlement building. 

Mr. Shamir's right-wing gov- 
ernment lost its parliamentary 
majority on Sunday after the 
withdrawal of coalition partners 
over his plans to negotiate in- 
terim self-rule for Palestinians in 
the occupied territories. 

A military statement said the 
army had increased the number 
of troops in the occupied territor- 
ies by 20 per cent to curb attacks 
in which five Israelis have been 
killed since October. 

“On the instructions of the 
defence minister and the chief of 
staff, operations of the Israeli 
army forces in the area of (the 
West Bank) have been reinforced 
in recent days,” the statement, 
issued on Tuesday, said. 

The army refuses to say how 
many soldiers it has in the occu- 
pied territories. 

Israeli security sources said the 
army measure, which came on 
orders from Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens and his chief of 
staff was intended to calm Jewish 
settlers and win votes. 

Although a minority in Israel’s 
population of some five million, 
Jewish settlers in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip enjoy government 
support but fear autonomy would 
lead to a Palestinian state. 

Settlers have demanded the 
resignation of Mr. Arens. Mr. 


woos settlers 

Shamir's closest ally in the Likud 
party and have criticised the army 
for failing to protect them. 

Mr. Shamir's government is 
committed to offering limited 
autonomy to the Palestinians in 
the occupied territories as agreed 
in the Camp David accords of 
1978. 

The day after the far-right 
Tehiya and Moledet parties with- 
drew from the coalition govem- 
‘ ment, Mr. Shamir and other 
senior cabinet ministers vowed 
they would continue building in 
the occupied territories, despite 
the risk of losing $10 billion in 
U.S. loan guarantees. 

Washington, which considers 
the settlements an obstacle to 
peace, delayed authorising the 
guarantees to nudge Israel into 
landmark peace talks with the 
Arabs which opened in Madrid at 
the end of October. 

The Israeli government has 
vowed never to cede an inch of 
the lands occupied in the 1967 
war in return for peace despite 
U.S. and Arab hopes for such a 
solution to the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict. 

Mr. Shamir on Monday kicked 
off an early election campaign in 
the West Bank enclave of Beiar 
Illit. telling religious settlers his 
government was committed to 
building in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

“We see the new building of 
Betar, the building in all of (the 
West Bank) and the Gaza Strip 


... and no power on earth wilt 
prevent this building," Mr. Sha- 
mir told cheering settlers- 

Settlers in the occupied terri- 
tories said their numbers could 
double in a year even if Israel 
bows to U.S. pressure to halt 
construction of new settlements. 

Spokesman Bob Lang said set- 
tlers would oppose but “will live 
with" an election-year ban on 
new settlements, saying they 
could satisfy their goals by ex- 
panding 142 existing sites in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

“Some 25,000 houses are under 
construction in existing communi- 
ties, and the average family has 
five to six members. Simple math 
shows in a year when all these 
units are completed, the popula- 
tion (of Jews in the occupied 
territories) will have doubled,” 
Mr. Lang told Reuters. 

“We know that America has 
linked loan guarantees to build- 
ing of Jewish communities (in the 
occupied territories) and we 
know there’s lot of politicking 
going on as we get near elec- 
tions." Mr. Lang said. 

He said government policy 
already restricted settlers to ex- 
panding the existing sites dotting 
the occupied territories. 

Bowing to far-right demands, 
the government agreed to spend 
most of the 1992 housing budget 
on Jewish settlement in the occu- 
pied territories. Of 7.500 housing 
units in the budget. 5.000 are to 
go on land seized in the 1967 war. 



HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
POTASH PRODUCTION EXPANSION 
I.F.B. NO. 30-4857-64-10 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE SUPPLY OF BELT WEIGHING SYSTEMS 

The Arab Potash Company Limited (APC) of Amman, Jordan, plans 
to expand production capacity by 400,000 tonnes per year. The 
facilities will be located on a site adjoining the existing refinery near 
Safi, on the southern end of the Dead Sea, about 200 km north of the 
port of Aqaba. 

APC has applied for financing to the World Bank. The proceeds of the 
loan will be applied to payments for the supply of the required 
equipment in accordance with the guidelines of the World Bank. 
Purchases will be made from the member countries of the World 
Bank and Switzerland. 

The Arab Potash Company invites suppliers interested in tendering 
for above I.F.B. to apply for tender documents to APC or Jacobs at 
the address shown below. The cost for each tender package shall be 
$40, non-refundable. 


1. Mr. Issa Gammoh, 

Projects Manager, 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd., 

P.O-Box 1470, 

Amman-Jordan 

Fax No.: 962-3-377125/Site 

Fax No.: 962-6-674416/Amman H.O. 

Telex No.: 21683 Potash Jo. 

Tel. No.: 666165/6 - Amman 
665116 or 03-377121-Slte 


2. Mr. M. Hodgins, 

Jacobs International In ex, 
Menion House, 

Merrion Road, 

Dublin 4, - Ireland 

Fax No.: 353-1-2695497 
Telex No.: 30295 JCBS-EI 
Tel. No.: 353-1-2695666 


Submission of tenders should be not later than 12:00 noon, February 29, 1992. 
A.Y. Ensour, 

Managing Director, 

The Arab Potash Co., Ltd. 
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Thefrst&bett 
Chinese Restaurant 
to Jordan 

1st Otde, Jaba! Amman. near 
ANiyyah Girls School 
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Open daily 12:00**30 
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7*0 — Midnight 

Times 
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* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

Abdonu Real 
Estate 

Tel. 810605, 810609, - 

810520,. — J 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour -Service 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
stxm 30% larger 

• Free A Metal Frame 

13 x18cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. GnndJays 
Bank. Phone; 604042 
Swefieh tel: 82389] 
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TO RENT IN 
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Saudi Real Estate 
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/ CHENS \ 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

■ Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 . 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. , 

\ 6:30 - Midnight / 



[MANDARIN RESTAURANT [ 

Special Chinese Foods 
Stifled Chinese Chefs 


\opco if JtfcA-JP * ituly 

Take away Is livaitTiMa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelf 
[TaL 661B22, 
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AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Open daily 
13M - 15.-90 & 1&30-23& 

Tel: 03-314415 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room..! 


IIAItOTEL 

i|jui|l|ia 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P 0 Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 






















on at 




Melbourne (Agencies) — 

Gabriela Sabatini and Monica 
Seles showed no sympathy to two 
°f the most precocious talents in 
women's tennis as they surged 
into the semifinals of the Austra- 
lian Open Tuesday. 

Sabatini. the world number 
three, outsmarted 15- year-old 
American Jennifer Capriati 6-4 
7-6. winning vital rallies, forcing 
the youngster into errors and 
t^ushing her 7-1 in the second set 
tie-break. 

Earlier, number one Monica 
Seles, still only 18. proved she 
could hit harder than 17-year 
old German Anke Huberk during 
a 7-5 6-3 victory which earned her 
a match against Spain's Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario. 

Capriati, who had beaten Saba- 
tini in three of their last four 
meetings, muffed numerous 
chances to take control of the 
match and was close to tears 
afterwards. 

“I missed every easy shot, it 
just wasn't meant to be.” Capriati 
said afterwards." 1 can't remem- 
ber so many unforced errors." 

Bui Sabatini. 21. who won the 
New South Wales Open earlier 
this month and had dropped only 
11 games in her previous four 
matches, was in sparking form, 
attacking the net at every oppor- 
tunity. 

“I am thinking more now and 
had a good strategy. I attacked 
her," Sabatini said. ' She lacks a 
little bit of experience. 

After dropping rhe first set. 
Capriati's main chance emerged 
at 4-2 ahead in the second after 
she had won HI of the previous 12 
points. 

But she let Sabatini break back 
to 4-3 and a succession of errors 
allowed the Argentine to force a 
tie-break which was almost 
embarrassing. 

Capriati twice struck shots over 
the baseline, mishit twice and 
netted twice to go 6-0 down. 
Sabatini ended her ordeal with a 
simple overhead winner close to 
the net after one and three- 
quarter hours. 

"I didn't have to do anything 
special in the tie-break." Sabatini 



NEW YORK (AP) — Marcus 
O’Sullivan concedes that Noured- 
dine Morceii is the overwhelming 
favourite for the Olympic gold 
medal at the 1.500 metres. He 
doesn't concede that the Algerian 
will win. 

The 30-year-old O'Sullivan, 
the two-time world indoor cham- 
pion in the 1 .5011. knows there are 
too many variables in the general- 
ly tactical race — and in the heats 
and semifinals — that quickly can 
change the expected finish. 

"Morceii is a clear fin ou rite." 
O'Sullivan said Monday at the 
New York Track Writers' Lun- 
cheon. "but 1 would have said in 
1938 that Abdi Bile (of Somalia, 
the 19.8” world champion) was 
the clear favourite and he didn't 
even make il to the .starting line 
(after a tibial stress fracture)." 

O'Sullivan made it to the starl- 
ing line and finished a disappoint- 
ing eighth behind the surprising 
winner. Peter Rono of Kcnva. 


said. "I was serving and hitting 
returns and she was just missing." 

Sabatini, who has never won 
the Australian Open, will now 
meet Mary-Joe Fernandez in the 
second semifinal. The 20-year-old 
American, seeded seventh, beat 
comparrior Amv Frazier 6-4 7-6. 

Fernandez, who lost the 1990 
final to Steffi Graf and last year's 
semifinal to Monica Seles, was 
rarely in trouble against the 25th- 
ranked Frazier who had made the 
most of defending champion Stef- 
fi Grafs withdrawal through ill- 
ness on the eve of the tourna- 
ment. 

Seles' match against Huber was 
closer than the score suggested 
with the German determined to 
outdrive the Yugoslav from the 
baseline. 

In contrast to last year's open 
quarterfinal in which she won 
only four games, the 12th-seeded 
Huber gamely fought back to 
level at 5-5 in the first set. 

But Seles drew ahead to 6-5 
and then broke Huber's service 
to take the set 7-5 in a game 
which saw the score locked at 
deuce five times before Huber 
double-faulted. 

Seles said afterwards she was 
still unhappy with her serve and 
blamed it on a shortage of prac- 
tice last week when she was re- 
covering from a strained neck 
muscle. 

“I had the neck problem and 
couldn't serve for a week and I 
think it affected my toss and the 
timing." she said. 

"I'm trying to get it back but i 
am not going to put pressure on 
myself." 

Seles’ semifinal opponent 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario had an 
easier passage when ninth-seeded 
Swiss Manuela Maleeva- 
Fragniere withdraw after a foot 
injury sustained in a doubles 
match on Monday. 

Wednesday is quarterfinals day 
in the men's event and. ironically, 
the match between top seed 
StesUfan Edberg and former 
number one Ivan Lendl will be of 
secondary interest to the meeting 
of two unseeded players. 


Veteran John McEnroe, con- 
queror of third seed Boris Becker 
and Emilio Sanchez in two classic 
matches, will meet 20-year-old 
South African Wayne Ferreira, 
playing in his first Grand Slam 
quarterfinal. 

After winning the match. Saba- 
tini knew exactly how Capriati 
felt. 

Capriati, who has been severe 
and unsmiling throughout the 
tournament, said she was feeling 
crushed by people's expectations 
of her. 

Sabatini. an eight-year tour 
veteran at age 21. said she felt so 
fed up with tennis she considered 
quitting the sport before winning 
the U.S. Open in 1990. 

"Everybody has to go through 
these moments." Sabatini said. 

"I've through them. It's some- 
thing she has to work on. It 
happens. 

“It was pretty difficult. I had 
my doubts about playing tennis. I 
wasn’t enjoying it. I kept working 
hard and was patient and sudden- 
ly everything started to be open." 

Sabatini said she now was en- 
joying her tennis. 

“I’m having a lot of fun. I think 
I play smarter, anacking more." 

Capriati certainly has not been 
having fun down under. She was 
close to tears during her post- 
match interview and talked of the 
pressure she felt. 

Just 12 months ago she was a 
bubbly, fun-loving teen. 

“I'm disappointed in myself." 
she said after the loss. 

“I know people were expecting 
me to play better." 

Capriati said she felt dazed 
during the tiebreak. in which she 
slumped 0-6 behind on unforced 
errors. 

“It just happened so fast 1 
didn't know what was happen- 
ing,” she said. 

Capriati said she was not 
aggressive enough against an 
opponent who is reveling in her 
new-found net-rushing ability. 

"There were times when I felt 
confident enough to go to the net 
and others when Tjust stayed 
back.” Capriati said 


a clear favourite for 
©Bd™ O’Sullivan 


O'Sullivan hope in this year’s 
Olympic 1 .500 against the sensa- 
tional 21-year-old Morceii. who is 
coming off an unbeaten 1991 
season, including victories in the 
World Indoor and Outdoor 
Championships. 

“I'm committed to running the 
1.500 because in my heart 1 be- 
lieve I can do something.” O'Sul- 
livan said. ”1 think I can do a lot 
more in the 1.5U0 than I can in the 
5.000. I think I have a better 
chance of running 3:32 in the 
1.500 than 1 do of running 13:08 
in the 5.000." 

For inspiration. O'Sullivan 
looks to other runners, such as 
American Dave Woitle. the un- 
expected winner of the 800 gold 
medal at the 1972 Olympics, and 
John Walker, the long-time New 
Zealander who won the 1.500 at 
the 197b games. 

Although Wottle had equaled 
the world record of 1:44.3. three 


was out of medal contention. 

“I was watching the story of 
Wottle.” O'Sullivan siad. “There 
was someone who didn't think he 
could do anything. But as he was 
getting into bronze medal posi- 
tion. he thought he could win the 
bronze. Then, he saw his chance 
for the silver medal, and he went 
for it. And finally, he realised he 
had a chance for the gold and he 
won it." 


As for the 40-year-old Walker, 
one of track and field’s elder 
statesmen and one of the sport's 
most respected runners. O'Sulli- 
van likes his approach when 
things are not going well. 

"John Walker’s favourite 
saying is. ‘let's get back to basics,” 
O'Sullivan said. "He says that if 
you have the strength, the speed 
will follow.” 


Abedi Pele 
leads Ghana 
to victory 

DAKAR, Senegal (R) — African 
Footballer of the Year Abedi 
Pele produced a wonderful indi- 
vidual goal to steer favourites 
Ghana into the semifinals of the 
African Nations Cup. 

Pele. captain of Ghana and one 
of the stars of French champions 
Marseille, took a personal grip on 
an evenly-balanced game after 60 
minutes to set up an intriguing 
seminfinal clash with Nigeria 
Thursday. 

Latching on to the ball in mid- 
field, he outpaced one defender, 
swerved wide of another and then 
evaded another defender and 
Congo goalkeeper Brice Samba 
as be slalomed through to score 
with a well-struck angled shot 
from 15 metres. 

Ghana, having taken an early 
lead through Anthony Yeboah 
after 31 minutes, had sat back 
and needed Pele's genius to lift 
them back to their best. 

Ghana, missing two players — 
Nii Darko Ankrah and Emma- 
nuel Ampeah — through suspen- 
sion. had a scare in the opening 
minutes when a header from 
Maurice Ntounou forced stopper 
Frimpong Mensah to clear off the 
line. 

But Ghana came back strongly 
and deservedly went ahead when 
Nii Lamptey, the 17-year-old pro- 
digy who plays for Anderlecht in 
Belgium, eluded two challenges 
ro set up Yeboah to score with a 
rasping shot from the edge of the 
penalty area. 

Congo surprisingly came back 
after half-time and equalised 
when Pierre Tchibota headed in 
from an unmarked position at the 
far post after a good cross from 
Jean-Jacques Ndomba. 

Pele then intervened with his 
sublime goal to ease Ghana to 
victory in a match which pro- 
duced another rash of cautions — 
two for Ghana and one for Congo 
— and at one point saw two men 
brawling off the ball. Both 
escaped unpunished. 

Although Ghana did not con- 
sistently touch their best form, 
they produced enough to suggest 
they can live with their tag as 
favourites to land their fifth title. 

Meanwhile South Africa, seek- 
ing readmission to international 
soccer, will be invited to play in 
the 1994 African Nations' Cup 
tournament, the South African 
Football Association (SAFA) 
said Monday. 

“I have been informed by the 
African Football Confederation 
(CAF) that South Africa has 
been included with 13 other coun- 
tries in the southern region of the 
African Cup elimination rounds 
which start in August," SAFA 
Secretary General Solomon 
Morewa said. 

"It is a tremendous break- 
through for us,” he said, adding 
that FTFA, world soccer's gov- 
erning body, would formally 
readmit South Africa at its meet- 
ing in Zurich on July 3. 

FIFA expelled South Africa in 
1976 because of its apartheid 
policies. 

Mr. Morewa held talks earlier 
This month with CAF officials in 
Senegal where the current Afri- 
can Nations' Cup finals are being 
held. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF ' 


Laudrup may return to Danish team 

COPENHAGEN (R) — Striker Brian Laudrup has made his 
peace with national coach Richard Moeller Nielsen and says he is 
ready to play soccer for Denmark again. "I have full confidence 
again in Richard Moeller Nielsen as leader of the Danish team,” 
he said following a reconciliatory meeting with the coach 
Monday. "I will delighted to play for Denmark again and will 
do all 1 can to help the team qualify for the World Cup finals in 
the United States.” Laudrup and his elder brother Michael quit 
the national side in November 1990, saying they had no 
confidence in Moeller Nielsen and would not come back until he 
left the squad. Brian, 22, plays in Germany for Bayern Munich 
but has lately been recovering from a knee injury suffered in 
August. Michael, enjoying a successful season with Barcelona, 
has shown no sign of wanting to rejoin the Danish team. 

Antibo expects to run in Barcelona 

ROME (R) — Italy’s double European champion Salvatore 
Antibo. who suffered a mental blackout during last year's World 
Athletics Championship 10.000 metres final, expects to be cleared 
to compete in the Olympic Games. Antibo underwent tests at a, 
centre for the study of epilepsy in Rome Monday and afterwards’ 
said he was confident he would be allowed to run in Barcelona. 
"Either I go to Barcelona or I retire. Regional games don’t 
interest me but I am 99 per cent certain I’ll get clearance to go to 
the games.” the 29-year-old told an Italian newspaper. The Italian 
National Olympic Committee is expected to confirm it is satisfied 
with Antibo’s fitness later this week. Antibo won the 5,000 and 
10.000 metres titles at the European Championships in 1990 and 
was among the favourites for the world 10.000 metres crown in 
Tokyo. But he blacked out in the final and was unaware of where 
he was or what he was doing for about two kilometres. 

Maradona may return to soccer 

BUENOS AIRES (R) — Diego Maradona has suggested for the 
first time he may return to professional soccer once his doping ban 
expires in July. “I would play again because my younger daughter 
Yanina is always saying she has never seen me on a pitch.” 
Maradona said. Since his worldwide 15-month ban last April for 
taking cocaine, the former Napoli and Argentina captain has said 
he would never again play professional football. Maradona said 
on television recently he would not return to Italy and that his 
agent Marcos Franchi had started negotiations for his release 
from his contract with Napoli which expires in mid-1993. The 
stocky midfielder who captained Argentina to World Cup 
triumph in 1986 also said he planned to talk to Argentina's 
national team coach Alfio Basile. Basile has 
said Maradona would always be welcome in his team and invited 
him to train with them while still under suspension. 

Lineker gets Master of Arts degree 

LEICESTER, England (AP) — The skills of England soccer 
captain Gary Lineker have earned him an Honorary Master of 
Arts degree at the University of Leicester in his home town. The 
31-year-old former Leicester City. Everton and Barcelona striker, 
who now is with Tottenham and is set to join Japanese club 
Grampus Eight next year, also recently became an OBE (Officer 
of the Order of the British Empire) in Queen Elizabeth II’s 
honour's list. "Gary Lineker has made an outstanding contribu- 
tion to (soccer) on the national and international scene, and here in 
the city of Leicester," University Vice Chancellor Dr. Kenneth 
Edwards said. "We are delighted to confer this honorary degree 
in recognition of his exceptional achievements.” 

Former Inter star appointed coach 

MILAN (R) — Spain's former soccer coach Luis Suarez will 
return to Italian giants Intemazionale to take charge until the end 
of the season, the club said. Suarez replaces Corrado Orrico, who 
resigned after Inter’s 1-0 league defeat at Atalanta Sunday. His 
appointment will be formally confirmed at a news conference and 
he will take up his duties Wednesday. "Suarez is now the trainer 
and will remain so at least until June. Afterwards he will stay at 
the club in some role," Inter President Ernesto Pellegrini said. 
The 56-year-old Spaniard helped to win three Italian League titles 
and two European Cups in nine seasons as an Inter player in the 
1960s. 

France name team for Davis cup defence 

PARIS (R) — France will begin the defence of their Davis Cup 
title with the team which captured the cup for the first time for 
more than half a century. Davis Cup heroes Henri Leconte and 
Guy Forget, who beat the United States in Lyon in an emotional 
final seven week ago, were named in the four-man squad to meet 
Britain in a World Group first round match in Bayonne starting 
on Jan. 31. They will be joined by Amaud Boetsch and Oliver 
Delaitre, who were also in the Lyon squad but who did not play. 
Non-playing captain Yannick Noah, whose inspirational lead- 
ership helped France to their first Davis Cup victory since 1932, 
will be in charge again this season. 


"Everything has to go right on 
that particular afternoon." O'Sul- 
livan said. "For Rono. nothing 
went right before (the Olympics) 
and nothing has gone right for 
him since. But on that particular 
day, he was the best. That's the 
little window you have to look 
through in running." 

Looking through that little win- 
dow is what gives the veteran 


seconds faster than he had ever 
ran. at the U.S. Olympic trials, 
he was not the favourite at 
Munich because of his lack of 
international experience and a re- 
cent attack of tendinitis. The 
favourite was Y’evgeny Arzhanov 
of the Soviet Union, who had not 
lost an final in four years. 

Coming into the homestretch. 
Arzhanov was Heading and Wottle 


GOREN BRIDGE 


wmt OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 


WOULD YOU MAKE THIS CONTRACT? 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
*752 
’ A 8 7 6 
10 7 2 
+ R 10 5 

EST EAST 

9 6 £ 10 8 4 3 

ft 4 2 ” J 10 ft 

A K Q 5 3 8 4 

J 9 6 *Q732 

SOUTH 

♦ AKQ-J 
: K Q 3 

. J 9 6 

* A 8 4 
ie bidding: 

iath West North East 
4 Pass 2 ♦ Pass 
4 Pass Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Kin* of •' 

The language of raalhumdlics i:* 

ggjse you should not cwifus* 

ababtlity With certainty. Jf the 
ds in favor of something happen- 
i are 4-to-l. >t still means that, in 
of 0 100 cases, it will not occur. 
Frankly, we do not like North V 
ae to two spades. Playing four- or 
e-card majors, we would respond 
lb one-on-trump. Actually. 
,rth's misbid worked well. South 
,uld have raised a one-no-trump 

rtxuue to 8 ame nn< *' ^ ^ asl 
a diamond lead, that contract 


would have gone the way nf all flesh. 

West started by cashing three 
high diamonds. East discarding a 
club, then shifted to the deuce of 
hearts. Declarer won in hand, drew 
trumps in four rounds as West let go 
of twu diamonds, and then was 
faced with the prospect of fin ding a 
parking-place for the club loser. Ob- 
vioualy. the heart suit offered the 
only hope- 

When South continued by cash- 
ing the king of hearts. East quite 
naturally followed with the ten. For 
those of us who hate the benefit of 
looking at all four hands, the rest is 
easy. Play a heart to the ace and. 
when everyone follows, the 13th 
heart provides a discard for the club 
loser. 

However, the percentages favor a 
-1-2 break of six missing cards over a 
3-3 split. A further coo firm at ion nf 
the lidds is that East is far more 
likely to have been dealt a doubieton 
10 0 of hearts than specifically .J 10 
9. Then there w'fijs Wwl s shift tij d 
Inw heart in be considered. 

Taking all these factors into ac- 
count. declarer adopted what we 
consider to be nn entirely reasonable 
line. South led a heart and finessed 
the eight! It was just one of those 
days that went against the percent- 
ages. We have all experienced them! 



f AND WHAT 
HAPPENS WHEN 
SANTA CLAUS 
COMES TO 
FILL YOUR 
STOCKING? 





Mutt'n’Jeff 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY JAMJARAY, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carrot' R<g-ter ■ C0‘ da»on 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: One 
of the best davs of the month with 
four Moor Trines to benefit your 
every action where property in- 
terests and new investments are 
involved. Get into a practical 
frame of mind and go for it. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You have some fascinating ac- 
quaintances who can be helpful to 
yon in putting personal plans into 
motion but don't allow a bigwig to 
get in tix-r way. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

Your secret aims can be gotten 
much more quickly if you go to one 
who is fond of you and let that 
person know exactly what you de- 
sire the most. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Active friends and attractive 
associates ca n make this an in- 
teresting time for you and also be 
instrumental in aiding you to 
obtain a longing. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Finding the real wishes of 
one with whom you are associated 
who has an important position 
makes it easier to produce satisfac- 
tory results. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) A 
person of varied viewpoints from 
yours will be able to suggest the 
best manner in which entertain- 
ments can be of greater enjoyment 
to you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 

Tl I fnnnilt nmK an tinri^rct^nHind 


member of your own dan for the 
best and most productive manner 
in which to handle your present 

undertakings 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Join with persons connected 
with vour everyday 3cttvme> and a 
outside partner in a plan that »«» 
be pleasant and agreeable to cvery- 
odc connected. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Look into die most effec- 
tive means by which ynu can get 
greater benefits from your daily 
occupation and especially in Wing 
up possessions. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) You arc filled with 
charm and magnetism now and can 
greaielv impress persons you like 
who then will become closer and 
faster playmaLC*. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Put your best Toot 
forward where members of your 
own household are now concerned 
and do something of an intimate 
nature that will delight them. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) If vou have some favor you 
now seek.' make sure you go to a 
friend who feels warmly inclined 
towards you and present desire 
from a new attirude. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Consider well' how you can 
increase the value of your property 
and then you can seek the exper- 
tise of a specialist in making this 


1 Consult with an understanding ,in-am come true 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


Com*?" ■«' 



‘If I rewind you maybe you’ll 
remember how to kiss like 
a 20-year-old.” 


Unscramble these four Jumbtes, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ortfinary words. 


1 CAINP 



n or 





|H 

IEWEL 



n 


l 


A 


REKALT 





SUNUM 





I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
1 9 ■by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

r 



A SUIT THAT WEARS 
OUT AT THE POCKETS 
SOONER THAM 
ANYWHERE ELSE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
fomj the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hare: H lX I I 111) 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SKIMP ELDER BOTTLE ANYWAY 
Answer That nut who would only eat pretzete must have 
had this kind of a mind — A TWISTED ONE 


THE Daily Crossword by Louie Sabin 


ACROSS 
t Confront 
5 Singer Johnny 
9 Aleutian island 

13 Not quite shut 

14 Match 

16 Wee mp 

17 Vanilla k» and 
M.C. Hammer 

19 Charge 

20 Use up 

21 Witty remark 

22 Ready for 
business 

23 Actor Delon 

25 FamBy member 

26 Speck 

30 Natives: suff. 

31 National song 
34 Glorify 

36 Com-droppers - 
fountain 

38 Harem room 

39 Sheepskin 
41 Pugs and 


43 Hook on 

44 ParUainen- 
tanane 

46 Loci 

47 Vaulted 

49 Have brunch 

51 Existence 

52 A Cote 

53 Incfian state 
55 Shade of red 

57 Jackie's second 

58 Neighbor of 
Verona 

63 Pitcher 
Herehlser 

64 Junfcples 

66 Loss 

67 Eng. author of 
DM 

66 Way tonai 

69 It sat on 
Pefon 

70 “The — Hunter” 

71 HoMmg areas 

DOWN 

1 Get on 

2 Homeric hero 

3 Dogpatch 
creator 

4Gae*c 
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5 Bounce on the 
knee 

6 Incipient chick 

7 Leader 

8 Juan or Eva 

9 Dexterous 

10 Clay pigeon 
events 

11 “Kiss Me — " 

12 Hemstey sitcom 
15 Founded: abbr. 
18 Once — white 

24 Is Bom” 

25 Sassy ones 
28 Winner's award 

27 Nitrous — 

28 Certain 
entertainers 

29 Pipe bend 

31 Ms Gardner 

32 Sidles 

33 Boards shot 

35 Rental star 
37 MartineHi and 
Lanchester 
40 Squad” 

42 Game cube 


YosterfaY'a Fngto Strived: 


nsnnra-. rnRE 
Qnnm nnFiriQ nrn£ 
roqq onnriFj ni?r 

n - BB nnnn^f' Qli, ® nS 

DnuncTRi 

non ninncin jBnQr 

Hpno -nranoD nr 
anrarnngDD onnei 
• ^ RrsRR cinnn 
Hfiinnirinr 
□oinn omrann nnr 
nmnn nnornn nnr 




45 Fftm with 

Brando as 
Napoleon 
48 Sp. stew 
50 Meddle (with) 
S3 Formed a bow 

55 — stldi 


56 ''Exodus'* 
author 

57 Cleg's undoer 
59 A tide 

80 Tractable 

61 Atop 

62 Seeks reasons 
65 Pub drink 
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Cvmacy 


Sterling Pound' 

DnudN Mark ■ 

Swiss Franc 
-French Franc 
Japanese Yen 

European Current Unit 
I'M! fra STt; 

EenpiOl OptHtac w MO ».m_ tiMT 


New York Tokyo 

Close Close 

20/1/92 “"V1/1/92 

i 7oan 1.8053 


1-7990 

1.5905 

1 .6098 
5.4325 

123.25 

1.2825 


1.5865 

1-4080 


eurocurrency 1 nearest Bates 


Data: 21/1/1992 


CWmcy 
U.S. Dollar 

Sta-fing Pound 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen 


1 MTH 3 MTHSf 6 MTHS|I2 MTHS 
4,02 4.06 4.06 4.31 

10.43 10.37 10.25 10.12 

9.43 9,43 9.31 9.12 

7.ti2 7.62 7.56 7.56 

9.75 9.75 9,62 9.46 

5.37 5.18 4.93 4.87 


European Currency Unit 10.25 10.19 10.06 9.81 

■ wnaai. nrcMfiag I ■>. IMUr, |.MM n equivalent. 

Data: 21/1/1992 


I'SD/Oz JD/Gm 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

IMd 

757.8 



VS. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 

1.2161 

1.2222 

Deutsche Mark 

.4244 

.4270 

Swiss Franc 

.4800 

.4824 

French Franc 

.1246 

.1252 

Japanese Yen 

. 547? 

.5500 

Dwtch (juilder 

.377? 

• . ?7?4 

Swedish Krona 

.1168 

.1174 

Italian Lira 

.0564 

.0567 

Belgian Franc 

.020*7 

.02067 

r*r mo 



Other Currencies 

Due*: 21/1/1992 

Current) 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.7640 

1.7720 

Lebanese Lira' 

.0768 

.0775 

Saudi Rival 

.1799 

• IBID 



Egyptian Pound 

.2000 

.2100 

Omani Riyal 

1 .7300 

1.7410 

L'AE Dirham 

.1831 

.1844 

Creek Drachma 

.3630 

.3740 

Cvprina Pound 

1.5025 

1.5130- 


CAB Indices for Amman Financial Market 


Index 

19/1/1992 LlB i 

AU-Share 

133.92 

Banking Sector 

110.07 

insurance Sector 

132.01 

Industry Sector 

168.90 

Sen ices Sector 

151.51 


131.49 


168.13 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

1 LONDON- (R) — 

Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday, j 

One Storting 

1.7995/8005 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. (foliar 

1.1534/39 

Canadian dollar 


1.5890/5900 

Deutschemarks 


1.7895/7905 

Dutch guilders 


1.4093/4103 

Swiss francs 


32.66/70 

Belgian francs 


5.4160/4210 

French francs 


1196/1197 

Italian lire 


123.75/85 

Japanese yen 

- 

5.7810/60 

Swedish crowns 


6.2400/50 

Norwegian crowns 


6.1610/60 

Danish CTOWtlS 

One ounce of gold 357.10/357.60 

U.S. dollars 


Chamber of Commerce chairman 
outlines constraints and controls 
hindering Jordan’s development 


By Nur Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Although Jordan 
has witnessed economic difficul- 
ties in recent years, hardened by 
high numbers of returnees com- 
ing back to the country, the in- 
creasing rate of unemployment 
and the inaccessibility to foreign 
aid; 1992 should be a year in which 
other factors, that hinder the 
development process in the coun- 
try, should be looked into, 
according to Mohammad Asfour. 
chairman of the Jordan Chamber 
of Commerce. 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Times, one of the elements' Mr. 
Asfour pointed towards was in- 
creasing the taxation base with 
regards to consumption while re- 
ducing the rates of customs fees 
along with restraining the wide 
range of tanifs. 

Question: Can you define Jor- 
dan's economic activity as It 
stands now? 

Mr. Asfour: The economic 
activity in Jordan is marked with 
serious perseverance. Indeed, 
Jordan has struggled against all 
forms of underdevelopment over 
the past few decades. However, it 
is the present and future task of 
Jordan not only to remove the 
remnants of backwardness or 
achieve socio-economic develop- 
ment, but also to overcome the 
internal and external economic 
disequilibrium which resulted 
from the development process. 
Thus, the question is no longer 
that of achieving an intended rate 
of growth in the Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP), or narrowing the 
gap in the trade balance, increas- 
ing the domestic revenues of the 
treasury or improving the per- 
formance of the government ser- 
vices and consolidating the infras- 
tructure. These issues have been 
taken for granted and have been 
adequately discussed and redres- 
sed. The question is that of the 
changes which inflicted further 
constraints and controls on the 
development process. 

Qz Can you elaborate on this? 

Mr. Asfour: Having started the 
implementation of the economic 
adjustment programme. Jordan Ls 
in such a situation where it is.. 
seeking socio-economic develop- 
ment and facing a demographic 
immigration and a sharp increase 
in unemployment. Furthermore. 
Jordan is no longer capable of 
easily securing financial aid and 
there is a structural imbalance in 
the internal and external econo- 
mic environments. 

Q: In view of these challenges, 
what are the priorities of the 
economic activity going to be this 
year? 

Mr. Asfour: To provide 


answers for this question., we 
need to review briefly some of the 
overall economic variables, parti- 
cularly highlighting the commer- 
cial factor and the role it will play 
at this state. By the same token, it 
will be useful to raise a few 
questions so that the economic 
course of action to be followed 
will be determined in light of our 
answers. 

Firstly, how much is the in- 
crease in investmens required to 
attain a rate of growth in the 
GDP which will lead to a real rise 
in the per capita income and, 
simulaneously curtail unemploy- 
ment? 

Secondly, what is the size of the 
domestic savings required to 
undertake these investments? 

As far as the size of investments is 
concerned, it is inevitable to 
bring about a rise in the ration of 
the private sector investments to 
the total investments. In other 
words, there must be an acceler- 
ated increase in the rate of the 
private sector investments in 
comparison with the public sec- 
tors. 

Having tackled the structure of 
investments or their distribution 
between the private and public 
sectors, the size and ratio of these 
investments to the GDP should 
be boosted. The fact that this 
ratio has been frozen for several 
years and ranges between 18-20 
per cent is not a positive indicator 
and therefore, growth to the 
aspired level is required. 

Q: Do you believe the taxation 
system should be re-assessed in 
view of economic developments? 

Mr. Asfour: It will be impera- 
tive in 1992 to take a further step 
on the way of enlarging the taxa- 
tion base on consumption and 
reducing the rates of customs fees 
along with restraining, as much as 
possible, the wide range of tar- 
rifs. Indeed, the implementation 

•of this will be a positive and 
tang :i *le step toward a re- 
asses -nt. and reform of the ■ 
taxation system in order to furth- 
er adapt to the economic accom- 
plishments and to the renewals 
and variables of economic de- 
velopment. 

.. Q: flow, then, do you evaluate 
the prospects for this year's eco- 
nomic activity? 

Mr. Asfour: It is imperative to 
focus on the nature and impact of 
the commercial sector activities 
together with the standard of this 
sector's performance. Like it or 
not, it is the commercial sector 
that embraces the other economic 
sectors and activities and is in- 
volved in every productive pro- 
cess. 

The commercial sector repre- 
sents vital means for linking the 
national economic fabric and is 
an essentia] medium for activat- 


Thai economy predicted 
to grow 8.1% this year 


t ° 

BANGKOK. Thailand (AP) — 
Thailand’s economy should grow 
a robust 8.1 per cent this year, 
buoyed by rapidly increasing ex- 
ports and a slow recovery of 
tourism, the bead of the Bank of 
Thailand has said. 

Ihat would be slightly better 
than the 7.9 per cent increase in 
die economy estimated for this 
year, bank governor Vi jit Supanit 
told a news conference. 

Thailand’s boom began in 
1987, fuelled by rapidly expanding 
exports and tourism, and the 
nation averaged doable-digit 
annual economic growth the next 
four years. 

But the economy slumped last 
year when the Gulf war began in 
February and tourism slowed 
markedly. A military coup the 
same month toppled the elected 
government and shook some 


foreign investors’ faith in Thai- 
land. 

- Mr. Vijit said increasing ex- 
ports — inducting rice, other food 
products, textiles, electronic 
items and industrial goods — 
would be the main reason for 
economic growth in 1992, 
although he raid he also expected 
tourism to improve. 

Deputy Commerce Minister 
M.R. Pridryathon Thewakun said 
that Thailand’s exports were ex- 
pected to total 715 billion baht 
(about $283 billion) last year, or 
21 per cent above target. He 
predicted exports would total 860 
billion baht (about $34 billion) 
tins year, a further 20 per cent 
increase. 

Mr. Vijit said other factors 
contributing to the economic 
growth would be the general elec- 
tions planned for March 
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Super Star 
Kevin Costner 
1991 Oscar Winner 
in his outstanding 
super production 

ROBIN- HOOD 


I 


Prince of Thieves 
Shows: 330. 6:15. &30. 1030 p.mJ 


Nabil A 1 Mashini Theatre 


(Somersault Time) 

at 8 p-m. 


Met Gibaon/GoMle Hawn — in 

Bird On A Wire 

Shows: 12:30. 330, 6:15, 8:30, 1030 p.m. 
and Friday at 11:30 a.m. 

Special shows for children on Thursday ILL/ 

\ Ninja Turtles 



Cinema 




PARADISE 

MOTEL 




Shows: 3:30, 6:30. 8:30. 10:30 p.m 



ing the sectorial integration and 
reinforcing the links among the 
national economic-sectors. 

Is so doing, it becomes essen- 
tial as it connects Jordan with the 
outside world especially that in 
aeasing the foreign trade trans- 
action is of utmost importance for 
achieving economic equilibrium. 
Moreover, the free .movement of 
goods and services and the provi- 
sion of incentives for exports, 
transit, movement of goods 
through free zones and the im- 
ported raw materials and the 
necessary food supplies are ail 
issues and even constants which 
cannot be by-passed without due 
consideration. 

1992 cannot but constitute a 
turning point toward further eco- 
nomic openness, market oriented 
economy, removal of administra- 
tive barriers, reduction of routine 
procedures, adoption of the supp- 
ly and demand mechanism, 
promotion ol patterns of internal 
competition and exposure of the 
local market to foreign competi- 
tion. Those are the features of the 
economic status quo on the inter- 
national arena and of contempor- 
ary progress and development. 

We cannot permit ourselves to 
lag behind or overlook this con- 
cepts. In fact, we are not only 
about to see 1992 confirming 
these concepts as solid landmarks 
on the way of future economic 
trends, but we should also make 
sure that these concepts will be 
accompanied by a serious effort 
intended to adjust to the very 
economic structures pertaining to 
these concepts. 

It has become absolutely neces- 
sary to focus on increasing the 
exports of manufacturing indus- 
tries and their growing relative 
importance to the total exports. It 
is also necessary for this increase 
to be accompanied by furthering 
the elasticity of these industrial 
exports to the GDP. As a matter 



Criticism 
Kuwait d< 


Mohammad Asfour 

of fact, the current criterion of 
elasticity does not show these 
exports to be in a healthy situa- 
tion. 

Q: What would be a way of 
getting around this? How can this 
be solved? 

Mr. Asfour: It is inevitable to 
reduce the elasticity of imports of 
goods in terms of the GDP since 
the existing elasticity is very high. 
It must also be noted in this 
regard that 1992 should not wit- 
ness an increase in money similar 
to what the past year has witnes- 
sed. It is worthwhile to point out 
that a change in the money supply 
does not in itself pose a negative 
sign providing that this change is 
linked and goes hand in hand 
with the increase in the GDP. the 
size of trade transactions and the 
rapid flow of money. 

The absence of harmony 
among the pillars of this formula 
will lead to certain economic set- 
backs which we should attempt to 
evade. Hence, the year 1992 must 
be sensitive of the pillars of this 
formula and avoid any negative 
impact resulting from an in- 
creased money supply, in the 
event that these appear to be 
basic features of the economic 
prospects of 1992. 

Those features and characteris- 
tics will remain a matter of opin- 
ion unless 1992 proves to be the 
time for laying down the guide- 
lines for a national development 
strategy which will determine the 
priorities of our national eco- 
nomy based upon a comprehen- 
sive socio-economic plan which 
we hope will be initiated in 1992. 


KUWAIT (R) — Public criticism 
has delayed Kuwait's plans to buy 
about $20 billion of domestic bad 
debt from commercial banks, 
bailing o:it influential debtors. 

The plan, approved by 
Kuwait's cabinet one month ago. 
has come under fire from its 
partially elected National Council 
as well as independent econom- 
ists who say it will put too much 
pressure on the emirate's already 
heavily burdened treasury. 

National Council chief Abdul 
Aziz Al Masead said in remark* 
published Tuesday the body's 
joint economic and legislative 
committee would review the issue 
closely and submit its views in 
March "because of the enormity 
of the size of the debts." 

The council has no legislative 
power to block the programme 
but economists say its opposition 
has delayed implementation. 

“The government is in a defen- 
sive position — it has realised 
that public opinion is against it 
(debt buyout) and as long as they 
feel this they won't go ahead." 
said Jassim Al Sadoun. an eco- 
nomist with the Al Shall think- 
tank. 

There have been weeks of 
media debate about the program- 
me. which will allow the govern- 
ment to purchase the debt by 
issuing bonds with a maximum 
20-year maturity. 

The Kuwait Economic Society, 
grouping prominent economists 
and bankers, has said it opposed 
implementation before allowing 
an independent auditing commit- 
tee to classify the debts. 

Central Bank governor Salem 
Abdul Aziz Al Saud Al Sabah has 
spearheaded an official media 
campaign to explain the need for 
the programme, which he says 
will save troubled banks from 
collapse and reactivate the post- 


Saudi Arabia cuts oil 


NICOSIA (R) — Saudi Arabia, 
the world's biggest oil exporter, 
said Tuesday ir cut its oil produc- 
tion by 100,000 barrels per day 
(b/d). 

“Saudi Arabia, out of its desire 
to maintain balance between 
supply and demand on the oil 
market, has decided to reduce its 
output by 100.000 barrels per day 
(b/d) starting immediately," Oil 
Minister Hisham Nazer was 


quoted as saying by the official 
Saudi Press Agency (SPA). 

Saudi Arabia had been pump- 
ing an estimated 8.35 million b/d. 
excluding its output from the 
Neutral Zone shared with 
Kuwait. 

The Saudi announcement of a 
.cut of nearly 1.2 per cent fol- 
lowed similar pledges from six 
other OPEC countries to help 
shore up falling prices. 


“We hope that by taking this 
measure, things will return to 
normal." Sheikh Nazer was 
quoted as saying by SPA. moni- 
tored in Cyprus. 

“I see no justification for a 
sharp drop in market prices since 
figures published about the 
volume of production of OPEC 
countries are higher than what is 
actually being produced.” Sheikh 
Nazer told SPA. 


i&u Jr.ii 


war economy. 

"If this problem is not solved 
Kuwait will truly face an econo- 
mic catastrophe ... many deposi- 
tors would (ace bankruptcy as - 
result of bankruptcy of the 
banks.” he said recently. 

Critics are not against the prin- 
ciple of' the plan, but the way irt 
which it is to be earned out. They 
complain that many of the esti- 
mated 6 .(NX) debtors have hidden 
assets abroad and if (he banks 
took them to court they would bc- 
forced to pay up. 

Recovering the money from 
individual debtors will be difficult 
and many critics believe (hat — 
despite denials to the contrary — 
the government is likely to write- 
off the whole amount in two or 
three year* time. 

Issuing (he bonds, with a max- 
imum 20-year maturity, will also 
take the government to the limit 
of a 10 billion-dinar ($34 million: 
public borrowing ceiling set in 
July. 

Economists say Kuwait a I read’, 
has three billion dinars (SI L bil- 
lion l worth of outstanding treas- 
ury bills and bonds. 

It signed a S5.5 hillion credit 
with international banks in De- 
cember to cope with post-war 
defence and reconstruction costs, 
its budget deficit is expected ro 
hit a record S1H.29 billion in fiscal 
1991-1992. 

Bankers say the governme:*: 
has sold off about half the asset.- 
in its S70 billion overseas “Re- 
serve Fund for Future Genera- 
tions” to pa> the U.S. -led coal - 
iion which drove Iraqi forces jvi 
of the emirate last February. 

"We are in a critical position — 
we should not put more financiL 
burden or. the -::umry because n 
the end all o: us s. ill be losers." 
said Saddoun. a prominent gov- 
ernment critic. 




Oil prices have been weak due 
to sluggish demand and high out- 
put by the 13 OPEC members. 

Earlier Tuesday Qatar, one of 
OPEC’s smallest producers with 
output of about 350.000 b/d. said 
it was cutting production by 10 
per cent. 

OPEC members Venezuela. 
Libya, Nigeria. Algeria and Iran 
earlier pledged to cut production 
by a total of 200,000 b/d. 


Athens tightens economic policy 


ATHENS (R) — The Greek gov- 
ernment presented a tight econo- 
mic policy for 1992 Monday, 
saying recovery must be speeded 
up to enable Greece to join the 
planned single European Com- 
munity (EC) market. 

“The government decided after 
the Maastricht (EC) summit that 
the Greek economy must follow a 
faster coarse of adjusting to new 
facts.” a joint statement from the 


finance and national economy 
ministries said. 

It said 1992 would be a tough 
year, with no pay rises for state 
workers and higher rates for pub- 
lic utilities. But there would be 
big breaks on income tax. ba- 
lanced by a one-time special tax 
on property owners. 

“The government estimates 
that the Greek economy will be- 
gin to enter recovery at the end of 



/ ^AI Karmel Tours Agency" 

f ✓'“N in cooperation with 

( (Km) Kenya Airways 

presents to lovers of travels and those looking for adventure 

Jjfe a safari trip to Kenya . 

rSti&Tfl where you will visit the greatest natural zoo in the if* 
t? jl world in Nairobi and the most fascinating African 
■ j beach in Mombasa pi 

\\ jj Every Monday * 

\, i' JD 950 per person for a whole week, including 
-»• Am man-Nairobi-Mombasa- Amman ticket, a stay m 

>j ’ v five-star hotels and transportation. 


\ Far more teds and for reservation: Al Karmel Tom Agency, 
general agents of Kenya Airways in Jordan 

Telj 688301-695876 - Amman ^ 


The National Music Consetvatory/Noor AJ Hussein Foundation 

and 

The French Cultural Centre 

present 

Audoli-Billaut 

in a 

Violin and Piano Recital 

Saturday January 25, 1992 at 8:00 p.m. 
The Royal Cultural Centre — Main Theatre 

In the programme pieces by: 

Mozart, Fatire, and Frank 

Tickets are available at: 

-The Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 669026 
-Babiche, tel. 661233 
-Philadelphia Hotel, tel. 663100 
-The French Cultural Centre, tel. 627009 
- The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620. 


1992 or the start of 1993.” the 
statement said. 

ft said that although economic 
indicators had improved in 1991, 
it was necessary to make more 
measures to cut inflation — 17.8 
per cent in 1991 — and big state 
deficits further. 

The conservative government 
wants to achieve single-digit infla- 
tion in 1993 and to reduce the 
public sector borrowing require- 
ment to three per cent of gross 
domestic product by 199b from 


14.5 per cent at present. 

About to4.000 public sector 
employees will receive no pay rise 
in 1992 but will get an 18.000 
drachma (SlGfl) allowance in two 
instalments. Pensioners will get 
two threc-per-cent increases in 
January and July. 

Public utility rates will rise by 
up to seven per cent but post 
office charges and domestic fares 
of state- controlled Olympic Air- 
ways would increase bj 15 per 
cent. 



By method of sealed bids six (6) unserviceable cars. 

DUTY NOT PAID 

The above cars are available for inspection and 
bidding at the American Embassy Motor Pool, near 
the 3rd. Circle, behind the YWCA and parking lot 
near Jordan lntercon. Hotel on Thursday & Sunday j 
23 & 26 January 1992 between the hours 10:00 a.m. r 
to 11:00 a.m. each day. 

Refundable 20% cash deposit required on ail bids. 



LIFETIME WIPERS 



1 a Clearing Edge 

-brushes away snow and sleet. 

2. Cleaning Edge 

-removes bugs and dirt. 

3. Squeegee Edge 

wipes glass completely clean. 



\ id'll man CZatp. TEL 

Vehicles Repoir & Maintenance 890547 
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87 feared 
dead in 
French 
Airbus 
crash 

MONT S AINTE-ODILE, 
France (R) — A baby girl and a 
young boy were among only nine 
.people believed to have survived 
when a French Airbus with 96 
people on board crashed into 
mountains' in eastern France. 

Hundreds of rescue workers 
spent the night pulling bodies 
from the wreckage of the plane, a 
domestic flight from Lyon to 
Strasbourg that ploughed into a 
wooded hillside in snow and 
freezing fog five minutes before it 
bad been due to land. 

They said some passengers on 
the Air Inter A320 had cried out 
for help, then died of cold before 
they could be reached. Because 
of the bad weather it took nearly 
five hours to locate the wreckage. 

“It smelled of burned flesh, it 
smelled of death,” said radio 
reporter Fabrice Pierrebourg, 
one of the first people to reach 
the site on the slopes on Mont 
Sainte-Odile, 50 kilometres south 
of Strasbourg. 

Rescue workers said only a tiny 
piece of fuselage remained intact 
and pieces of debris were strewn 
through the forest. Hearses 
loaded with body bags waited on 
the nearest road, 20 minutes' 
walk from the crash site. 

As day broke, none of the 
bodies had yet been taken from 
the crash site. 

Initial reports said the survi- 
vors included a baby girl of 13 
months, a nine-year-old boy and 
his mother. Most of the passen- 
gers were business travellers, the 
airline said. 

Some 850 troops and paramilit- 
ary gendarmes, backed by heli- 
copters and a fighter plane with 
infra-red detectors, combed the 
area. Rescue workers had to take 
to the crash site on foot. 

Trembling with cold and 
stamping their feet, police block- 
ed off all approaches to curious 
onlookers. 

Air controllers said flight 
IT5148 suddenly disappeared 
from radar screens and lost radio 
contact with the Strasbourg Con- 
trol Tower without warning at 
7.20 p.m. (1820 GMT). 

The plane's beacon did not 
function, making it harder to find 
the crash site. 

“It was very sudden, just a few 
seconds,” one survivor told 
French Radio from his hospital 
bed.” I found a hole and man- 
aged to climb ... But with the cold 
there was a moment when I had 
lost all hope.” 

All the survivors had been sit- 
ting at the back of the plane. Air 
Inter said. 

The airline's chairman Jean- 
Cyril Spine tt a said he had no 
immediate explanation for the 
disaster. 

The plane, made in 1988, had 
cleared a thorough security in- 
spection Monday morning and 
the pilot and co-pilot had 12,500 
hours of flying experience be- 
tween them, he said. 

French Prime Minister Edith 
Cresson sent a telegram from 
Rome offering her condolences 
to families of the victims. Air 
France, the state carrier that 
owns Air Inter, said it was stun- 
ned. 

Transport Minister Paul Quiles 
was on his way to the site. He has 
ordered an inquiry into the cause 
of the accident. 

It was the third crash of an 
A320 since the ultra-modern 
-twin-engine plane, manufactured 
'by the four-nation European con- 
sortium Airbus Industrie, was in- 
troduced in 1988. Some 206 of the 
planes are in service worldwide. 

In June 1988. an Air France 
Airbus on a demonstration flight 
with no passengers aboard 
crashed at an airshow, killing 
three people. An investigation 
concluded the pilot had been 
flying dangerously low and the 
plane's systems were not at fault. 

In February 1990, an Indian 
Airlines plane crashed at Banga- 
lore Airport, killing 90. Indian 
authorities briefly grounded all 
Airbuses, but the inquest blamed 
the accident on a pilot error. 

Xavier Barral, an experienced 
A320 pilot, told French Televi- 
sion the Air Inter plane had been 
flying far too low. 

He said the Airbus had an early 
warning system that would sound 
an alarm in the cockpit if the 
plane was flying too dose to the 
ground. 

Mr. Spinetta later told French 
Radio One of the Airbus's two 
flight recorders had been reco- 
vered. 

“The inquiry has begun ... It's 
important to collect pieces of 
evidence as quickly as possible," 
be said. 

Mr. Spinetta was confident the 
results of the inquiry would not 
reflect badly on the performance 
of the Airbus. He did not specify 
whether he thought pilot enror 
was to blame for time crash. 


Havana executes convicted exile 

Cuba: No room for opposition 
while U.S. hostility remains 


HAVANA (R) — Cuba’s Com- 
munist government, defending 
the execution of a rightist Cuban 
exile, said Tuesday it would toler- 
ate no opposition as long as the 
United States maintained a policy 
of hostility. 

The official newspaper Gran- 
ina said the execution by firing 
squad Monday of Eduardo Diaz 
Betancourt, who was convicted of 
sabotage, terrorism and enemy 
propaganda, was “just and exem- 
plary." 

Two other Cuban exiles had 
death sentences commuted to 30 
years in prison. 

Granina said in an editorial 
that the government would fight 
without qaurter to thwart 
attempts by U.S.-based Cuban 
exiles and internal dissidents to 
overthrow it. 

“We will not allow defeated 
counter-revolution to raise its 
head,” the newspaper said in a 
banner headline. 

“We will crush without hesita- 
tion every attempt made. We will 
not allow the slightest opportun- 
ity for the squalid and miserable 
ranks of the internal fifth column 
to raise their heads.” 

The three exiles from Miami, 
Florida, were captured with arms 
and explosives last Dec. 29 short- 
ly after landing by dinghy on the 
shore of Cuba’s northern Matan- 
zas province. 

Several foreign leaders asked 
the Havana government for 
clemency for the three men. 


Granina said that while the 
U.S. government could not be 
beid directly responsible for the 
abortibve raid, it had allowed 
Cuban exile groups to plan and 
launch such attacks with impunity 
from U.S. territory. 

Most of all, the newspaper 
added, the U.S. government 
maintained an “aberrant and ob- 
stinate policy to destroy the 
Cuban revolution.” 

This acted as an encourage- 
ment to anti-Communist Cuban 
exile groups in Florida and to 
dissident organisations,'’ delin- 
quents, outlaws and social gar- 
bage," inside Cuba. 

“While this policy exists, there 
can n ot be the slightest tolerance 
or flexibility," Granma said. 

The editorial appeared to echo 
past hints by senior Cuban offi- 
• rials that if Washington adopted a 
more friendly policy, the Havana 
government might give more 
political space to those who dis- 
agreed with its one-party Com- 
munist system. 

But Granma made dear that 
under current circumstances the 
authorities would show no mercy 
to political opponents. 

Cuban police have launched a 
major security crackdown in the 
last few weeks. More than two 
dozen opponents of the govern- 
ment have been arrested and 
several were swiftly cried and 
jailed. 

Meanwhile, Cuban exiles in 


lliescu wants more Western 
aid, former Soviet Moldova 


BUCHAREST (AP) — Presi- 
dent Ion lliescu said Monday that 
a lack of Western aid caused his 
government's failure to improve 
poor living conditions in the two 
years since communism fell. 

In an exclusive interview with 
the Associated Press, Mr. lliescu 
also said it was “historically in- 
evitable" that the former Soviet 
Republic of Moldova would re- 
join Romania. 

Mr. lliescu, who held high gov- 
ernment posts under the Com- 
munists, conceded Romania has a 
poor political image abroad that 
has kept it from receiving West- 
ern aid and credits. 

But he said there is a “great 
split between image and reality,” 
arguing that the repressive Com- 
munist system has been disman- 
tled since the bloody revolution 
that ousted Nicolae Ceausescu. 

His government has been 
drawing more criticism recently 
over the economic problems that 
have accompanied moves to 
transform Romania’s economy 
into a market system. 

The West has “offered lessons 


about democracy (but) no con- 
crete support." Mr. lliescu said. 
“Life is worse now,” he con- 
ceded. saying industrial produc- 
tion was only about two-thirds 
the level before the revolution. 

However, he claimed Roma- 
nians now enjoy a steadier supply 
of food, electricity and heat than 
under communism. 

“But it is not easy when pro- 
duction is less and internal and 
external conditions unfavour- 
able,” he said, alluding to the 
lack of foreign financing and 
domestic political tensions. 

“Without external credits we 
cannot promote economic re- 
form.” he said. 

Poland and Hungary together 
have obtained nearly $40 billion 
in Western financing during the 
last two yeas, while Romania has 
struggled for more than a year to 
obtain SI billion from the West. 

In his strongest comment yet 
on Moldova, Mr. lliescu said the 
“process is inevitable” that the 
former Soviet republic will unite 
with Romania. 


Most of Moldova was control- 
led by Romania before World 
War II, and the region is home to 
a strongly nationalist ethnic 
Romanian majority. 

But Mr. lliescu said Romania 
should not press the issue and 
insted wait for Moldova to initi- 
ate any move toward unification. 

Mr. lliescu conceded there are 
widespread suspicions about his 
government because of ties to the 
previous dictatorship. But he 
contended Romania has disman- 
tled its old internal security 
apparatus — the securitate. 

“Romania has undergone 
more dynamic changes than any 
other country in Eastern 
Europe,” he said. 

He noted Romania has the 
only Eastern European country 
where violence was needed to 
overthrow a Communist regime. 
He said many other former Com- 
munist countries benefit jd from a 
period of transition toward grea- 
ter political and economic open- 
ness that was denied Romania by 
Mr. Ceausescu. 


Government forces break 
through in western Georgia 


SAMTREDIA, Georgia (R) — 
Forces of the provisional govern- 
ment Tuesday broke through 
loyalist lines outside this west 
Georgian city and vowed to drive 
supporters of ousted President 
Zviad Gamsakhurdia into the 
sea. 

Soldiers of the ruling Military 
Council, which forced Mr. Gam- 
sakhurdia from his presidential 
bunker on Jan. 6, captured a 
bridge over the River Tskhenist- 
skali opening the way to an adv- 
ance on Poti. on the Black Sea 
coast. 

“We will develop this attack. 
This is not an opera... We will 
drive them into the sea,” said an 
exhausted Jaba Ioseliani, co- 
chairman of the Military Council. 

A police car raced through the 
streets of Samtredia broadcasting 
appeals for blood donors. Air- 
craft from the former Soviet Air 
Force swooped low over the 


DENVER (Agencies) — A Ku 
Klux Rian (KKK) rally near a 
parade commemorating the birth- 
day of slain U.S. civil rights lead- 
er Martin Luther King Jr. 
sparked violent clashes Monday 
that ended with the arrests of 21 
people. 

Among those arrested was a 
man with a gun whom police 
identified as a Klansman. Seven 
people were injured, including 
three police officers, but none 
seriously, authorities said. 

Klan leaders said their demon- 
stration was held to protest 
against the holiday marking Rev. 
King's birthday. Klan members 
chanted “white power” during 
the rally, which lasted nearly 
three hours. 

The violence in Denver was in 
sharp contrast to peaceful 
celebrations in other pats of Un- 
ited States, highlighted by a 


scene of the battle before turning 
away without intervening. 

There was no immediate word 
on the number of casualties but 
wounded soldiers were seen re- 
turning from the bridge. 

The battle for the bridge began 
when loyalists abandoned then- 
sniper campaign and launched an 
assault on government positions. 

Heavy artillery and automatic 
gunfire shook the area. 

Mr. Gamsakhurdia returned to 
western Georgia last week from a 
temporary refuge in neighbouring 
Armenia hoping to reclaim power 
from the Military Council now 
running Tbilisi. 

He was sought to break off his 
Megrelia homeland and neigh- 
bouring Abkhazia from the rest 
of the republic. 

But the government's success 
outside Samtredia, an important 
railway junction, has left a hole in 
loyalist defences. 


march in Atlanta led by South 
African black activist Winnie 
Mandela. 

The Denver clashes, which 
were recorded by television news 
cameras, came three days after a 
U.S. judge ordered Colorado 
officials to allow the Klan demon- 
stration despite warnings from 
public officials - 

Police arrested 21 people after 
a crowd attacked a sheriffs van 
believing it held Klan members. 

Rev. King, an eloquent Baptist 
minister who won the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 1964. led the mass 
civil rights movement in the Un- 
ited States from the mid-1950s 
until his assassination in Mem- 
phis, Tennessee, in 1968. 

The holiday honouring his Jan. 
15, 1929, birthday, was estab- 
lished by the U.S. Congress in 
1984 and first celebrated in Janu- 
ary 1986. 


Miami's Little Havana Monday 
took their shock and outrage to 
the streets and the airwaves when 
they learned that one of their own 
had been executed on terrorism 
charges in Cuba. 

Dozens of Cuban-Americans 
took to the streets of the Little 
Havana district, honking car 
horns and some screaming “Fidel 
Castro assassin" as they gathered 
near a monument to the failed 
1961 Bay of Pigs invasion of 
Cuba. 

Cuban exiles flooded Spanish- 
ianguage radio stations with tele- 
phone calls protesting against 
what one anti-Castro radio com- 
mentator on WOBA called Di- 
az's “assassination.” 

A White House spokesman 
had no immediate comment on 
the execution. U.S. officials had 
appealed for clemency for the 
three and denied Cuban allega- 
tions of official U.S. involvement 
in the alleged sabotage mission. 

Mr. Diaz and the two other 
men were Cuban exiles who lived 
in Miami. 

‘To freedom for Cuba, to free- 
dom for Cuba,” shouted one cal- 
ler who said he was 91 and hoped 
to live long enough to see his 
homeland free of communism. 

“It's Castro and Raul (Castro's 
brother) who should face the 
firing squad,” said one woman. 
“This is what you’d expect of 
them, they don’t believe in God." 

“I can only think of his 


Bush 
approval 
rating sinks 
to all-time 
low — poll 

NEW YORK (Agencies) — Sup- 
port for President George Bush 
has fallen to all-time low, and for 
the first time an unnamed Demo- 
crat holds a dear lead over the 
president as the voters' choice, 
according to a CBS news poll. 

Only 45 per cent, fewer than 
ever before, approve of how Mr. 
Bush is doing his job and only 19 
per cent approve of how he is 
handling the U.S. economy. 

According to the poll, con- 
ducted nationwide by telephone 
Jan. 14-19, approval of foreign 
policy declined to 48 per cent, the 
lowest number since the start of 
the Bush presidency. 

Compared with a similar CBS 
poll taken Jan. 6-8, Bash’s 
approval dedined from 48 per 
cent and rating on foreign policy 
dedined from 59 per cent. 

Mr. Bush is the likely Republi- 
can nominee for a second term as 
president, and 1 five Democrats 
are seeking the nomination to 
face him in the 1992 election. 

In addition, the current CBS 
poll reported that 19 per cent of 
respondents approve of the way 
Mr. Bush is handing the eco- 
nomy, compared with 23 per cent 
in the earlier poll. Seventy-three 
per cent disapprove on- the econo- 
mic issue, up from 67 per cent 

Among registered voters, only 
38 per of those surveyed said they 
would probably vote for Mr. 
Bush against an unspecified 
Democratic challenger. In the 
earlier poll, 41 per cent said they 
would vote for Mr. Bush. Forty- 
three per cent said they would 
vote for a Democratic candidate, 
up from 38 per cent in the Jan. 
6-8 tally. 


mother,” added another caller. 

All dedined to give their names. 

Mr. Diaz and the other two 
men, long-time Miami residents 
Daniel Samel Santovenia and 
Pedro Alvarez Pedroso, were 
apprehended after landing a raft 
-on the Cuban coast on Dec. 29. 
They were convicted of terrorism 
after a summary trial. 

Mr. Diaz, a short, pudgy long- 
haired man who came to the 
United States on a fishing boat 
eight months ago, has no relatives 
in Miami. Acquaintances have 
described him as someone who 
hated Fidel Castro and was fre- 
quently in trouble back home in 
Cuba because of bis black market 
dealings in commodities ranging 
from lobsters to foreign curren- 
cies. 

A spokesman for the extreme- 
right Alpha 66 group, which 
holds weekend combat training 
sessions in the Everglades, said 
the three men bad strengthened 
the exiles’ cause. 

“Since this whole incident be- 
gan Alpha 66 has been swamped 
by volunteers who want to join us 
so they can get training so they 
can go fight in Cuba,” leader 
Rodolfo Frometa told Reuters. 

The relatives of Mr. San- 
tovenia and Mr. Alvarez hope 
their loved ones will eventually 
get lighter sentences. They had 
held vigils and rallies in Little 
Havana and international human 
rights groups have also appealed 
for clemency for the men. 

Yugoslav 
truce holds 
as Croatia, 
army talk 
peace 

BELGRADE (R) — Guns were 
silent across most of Croatia 
Tuesday as the Yugoslav army 
and Croatian officials held peace 
talks in Hungary to bolster their 
fragile ceasefire. 

Croatia's military chiefs sent a 
stern protest to the army over 
truce violations Monday, which it 
said included a large number of 
air force flights over the new 
independent state, machinegun 
fire at a funeral and attacks in 
other areas. 

“By such actions and by terror- 
ising and ill-treating the civilian 
population of the Republic of 
Croatia, the Yugoslav army and 
forces under its control are persis- 
tently violating the ceasefire,” 
said the protest, dispatched Mon- 
day night. 

The army has also complained 
of violations by Croatian forces in 
recent days, but the battlefields 
were mostly quiet Tuesday. 

Croatian radio reported only 
sporadic gunfire around Gospk 
in central Croatia and near Zadar 
on the Adriatic coast. It said five 
bouses were set ablaze near 
Zadar. 

The Belgrade-based Tanjug 
News Agency reported a two- 
hour dash in eastern Croatia but 
made no mention of casualties. 

More than 6,000 people have 
been killed in fighting between 
Croatian militias and army-back- 
ed Serb irregular forces since 
Croatia declared its independ- 
ence in June. 

But the latest ceasefire has held 
since Jan. 3, despite the sporadic 
violations, and the United Na- 
tions hopes to deploy a 10,000- 
strong peace-keeping force if the 
truce lasts. 

In the latest peace move, Croa- 
tian and Yugoslav army repre- 
sentatives hedl talks in the south- 
ern Hungarian town of Pecs. The 
meeting was chaired by repre- 
sentatives of the European Com- 
munity monitoring mission super- 
vising the ceasefire. 

Issues on the agenda included 
the shooting down of an unarmed 
EC helicopter by the Yugoslav 
Air Force on Jan. 7, coordination 
of air traffic control and plans for 
future talks. 

Tension has risen since Croatia 
and neighbouring Slovenia won 
international recognition as inde- 
pendent states last week. 

Bosnia- Herzegovina and 
Macedonia had their applications 
for recognition rejected but Bos- 
nia’s presidency decided Monday 
to push ahead with plans to hold 
an independence referendum. 

Although both republics still 
want independence, Serbia and 
its allies have drawn upa plan for 
building a new Yugoslavia. 

A group of experts set up by 
federal parliament outlined a 
draft law Monday to create a ! 
temporary constituent assembly 
comprising 30 members from 
each remaining republic and pre- 
pare a new constitution and Sec- 
toral law. 


Police arrest 21 in clashes 
that mar King observance 


Kazakhstan missile 


launch ignites row 


MOSCOW (R) — A huge missile 
blasted off from the Central 
Asian state of Kazakhstan, ignit- 
ing a row about who really con- 
trols the mighty, former Soviet 
nuclear arsenal. 

Kazakhstan, now a nuclear 
power, says it knew nothing ab- 
out a long-range rocket test-fired 
by the still-powerful central milit- 
ary command, virtually all that’s 
left of the old Communist super- 
state. 

The dispute underscored un- 
certainty over the control of the 
strategic arsenal in the Common- 
wealth of Independent States 
(CIS) which succeeded the Soviet 
Union. 

The incident was revealed as 
the West sought to ease doubts 
that the four nod ear-armed re- 
publics — Russia, Belarus, 
Ukraine and Kazakhstan — have 
firm authority over their new 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Kazakh officials acknowledged 
to the dialy Izvestia that a Dec. 20 
launch of a modified SS-19 inter- 
continental ballistic missile from 
Kazakh territory occurred with- 
out their knowledge. 

They commented that the new- 
ly-mde pendent state did not have 
the technical means to control 
flights from its own Tyuratam 
launch site. 

“Despite the dose contacts 
that now exist between us and the 
commanders of the strategic 
forces, only they can give the 
final answer” about a launch, said 
the bead of the republic’s De- 
fence Committee, S. Nurma- 
gametov. 

Izvestia Monday night also 
quoted General Yuri Gusev, re- 
sponsible for central space arma- 
ments, as confirming the launch, 
which he said was scheduled 
months in advance before the 
breakup of the Soviet Union. 

He said the SS-19 was modified 
for a space shot but gave no 
details as to its purpose. 

Gen. Gusev said U.S. officials 
were informed of the launch but 
Kazakh officials were kept ignor- 
ant of it. 

Western leaders have focused 
attention on neutralising as many 
as posable of the roughly 30,000 
nudear warheads on the territory 
of tiie former Soviet Union, in- 
ducting offers of aid and technical 
assistance to dismantle the 
arsenal. 


One such plan, proposed by 
Jacques Attali, president of the 
European Bank for Reconstruc- 
tion and Development, would 
“buy down” the Common- 
wealth’s 60-70 billion debt in ex- 
change for nuclear weapons. 

. British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd, on a just-com- 
pleted toor of Russia, Kazakh- 
stan and Ukraine, brought home 
the West’s concern to Common- 
wealth leaders who have agreed 
to collective control of the nuc- 
lear forces. 

K azakhstan , Ukraine and Be- 
larus have promised to rid their 
territory of weapons of ma?*i des- 
truction, either by destroying 
them or by shipping them them 
off to Russia. 

Western officials also fear that 
former Soviet rocket scientists, 
with unemployment, amid 
economic turmoil, would peddle 
their expertise to Third World 
countries eager to obtain nudear 
weapons technology. 

Military issues have proved 
among the most vexing facing the 
new Commonwealth, pitting 
leading inembers Russia and 
Ukraine against one another for 
control of the big Black Sea Fleet 
and over creation of a central 
aimed force. 

Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk, a Communist ideo- 
logue turned nationalist, has 
angered the military high com- 
mand and Russian leader Boris 
Yeltsin with demands for control 
of the fleet and opposition to a 
Commonwealth force. 

The Russian-based leadership 
of tiie former Soviet army issued 
a fresh warning to Ukraine Mon- 
day that political stability de- 
pended on tiie goodwill of the 
militar y. 

Armed forces spokesman 
General Valery Manilov told a 
new conference leaders such as 
Kravchuk could ill afford to 
ignore the demands for social 
and professional security express- 
ed at Friday’s Kremlin meeting of 
5,000 officers. 

Gen. Manilov said tiie 3.7 mil- 
lion-strong military was a force 
that guaranteed stability in the 
new Commonwealth. 

“The is an objective force, 
which ’cannot be left out the 
calculations of today's politicians, 
at home or abroad,” be said. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Watanabe disavows ‘lazy Americans’ jibe 

TOKYO (R) — Japanese Foreign Minister Michio Watanabe 
hurried to distance himself Tuesday from a senior ruling party 
colleague who said American workers are lazy and 30 per cent are 
illiterate. Mr. Watanabe, who flew overnight to Washington 
where he is to attend discussions on aid to the former Soviet 
republics, said in a statement he did not share the views expressed 
by Yoshio Sakurauchi, veteran speaker of the lower house of 
parliament. “I do not believe those remarks reflect the way of 
thinking of Japanese people in general,” said Mr. Watanabe, who 
has himself been in trouble in the past for racial slurs. Mr. 
Sakurauchi, 79, made headlines across the United States Monday 
with his attack on American workers, made in an address to 
supporters in his provincial constituency. “The quality of Amer- 
ican labour is poor,” he was reported as saying. “About 30 per 
cent of the workers cannot read. Under these circumstances, 
executives cannot give (them) written instructions.” He was 
spaking in the context of Japanese pledges, made under pressure 
from President George Bush during his visit here this month, to 
come to the aid of the ailing U.S. car industry by boosting imports 
of American cars and parts. 

37 killed in Sri Lanka ambush blast 

COLOMBO (R) — A jungle ambush and an explosion at an 
armoury in eastern Sri Lanka left ar least 37 government soldiers 
dead Tuesday, military spokesmen said. At least 17 people were 
killed and about 60 injured in a huge explosion near an armoury 
where weapons and ammunition are stored at an air force base in 
eastern Trincomalee district, spokesman said. “The figure may go 
up,” a military spokesman in Colombo said. “Some airmen were 
making bombs dose by. We think something may have gone 
wrong there.” The wounded were being transported to hospitals 
in the capital. Several buildings were .severely damaged but 
aircraft were untouched, he said. “I was about nine miles (14 km) 
away but I felt the blast very strongly,” one local resident said. 
Earlier Tuesday. Tamil separatist rebels ambushed and killed 20 
soldiers In the thick jungles of Trincomalee. 

Deng visits south China 

HONG KONG (R) — China’s paramount leader Deng Xiaoping, 
whose whereabouts are rarely officially revealed, is visiting the 
thriving Shenzhen spedal economic zone, a local offidai said 
Tuesday. Wong Sunwah, director of news at the People's 
Government of Shenzhen, said Mr. Deng. 87, was with President 
Yang Shangkun. “They arrived two days ago. It is very normal for 
party and national leaders, or even Deng Xiaoping, to pay a visit 
to a spedal economic zone like Shenzhen,” Mr. Wong said, Deng 
last appeared in public about a year ago attending a Lunar New 
Year party in Shanghai. He no longer offidally holds any senior 
party or state position. Mr. Wong, speaking by telephone from 
Shenzhen, which borders the British colony of Hong Kong, 
declined to give further details or say how long Mr.Deng would 

stay. 

Release of breast implant studies sought 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Dow Coming Corp. said Monday it will 
respond by Wednesday to a government request that it release 90 
studies and memoranda on which regulators based a moratorium 
on the use of silicone gel breast implants. The Food and Drug 
Administratin (FDA) says the documents should be made public 
and that if the company did not allow their release, the agency 
would “take other steps” to do so. “We’ll have a response on 
Wednesday," Dow Coming spokeswoman Barbara Carmichael 
said, referring to the deadline specified in an FDA letter Friday. 
“Our intent is to release all the documents dealing with science,” 
she said. As to the memoranda, she said, “we’re still sorting that 
through.” Ten of the items on the list of 90 are scientific studies 
and at least four of them were made available to the FDA and to 
the public last July as part of Dow Coming's application for 
marketing approval, Ms. Carmichael said. The company was still 
trying to identify the other studies definitively, she said; 
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‘Fergle’ under 
fire again 

LONDON (R) — Britain ’s fan- 
loving Duuchess of York, already 
hounded by the popular press for 
her friendship with a Texan oil 
millionaire, found herself Hnder 
fire again for high jinks on a flight 
home from the United States. 
Tabloid newspaper jo urnal ists 
said the 32 -year-old duchess, 
married to Queen Elizabeth's son 
Prince Andrew, put a bag over 
her bead, poked her tongue out 
through a hole in it, and threw 
napkins and sachets of sugar 
around the first-class cabin. The 
duchess, known as Fergie, was 
returning to Britain from Florida 
where she had spent much of her 
time evading reporters after the 
discovery last week of photo- 
graphs said to show her in pool- 
side poses with Texan Steven 
Wyatt. The unpublished photo- 
graphs were taken in 1990 when 
naval officer Prince Andrew was 
away at sea and prompted pages 
of speculrtion about the Yorts’ 
five-year marriage. "Foolish Fer- 
gie," said the Daily Mail, whose 
reporter on the plane said the 
duchess pulled faces at her father 
and made bird-like noises to the 
consternation of other passen- 
gers. The duchess’s father was 
quoted as telling reporters that 
his daughter was merely letting 
off steam after the strain of the 
past week. But the tabloids were 
not amused. “Pass the sick bag” 
commented the Daily Star in a 
scathing front-page editorial, 
adding “Fergie's gone over the 
top this time.” 

Can it remember 
to shut the barn 
door? 

AMSTERDAM (R) — Dairy far- 
mers weary of rising at dawn to 
tend their herds will welcome the 
latest Dutch invention — a cow- 
milking robot. Unlike current 
milking machines, the robot can 
move around a bam, find and 
milk cows without human assist- 
ance, said the company that de- 
veloped it. "The robot electroni- 
cally recognises every animal and 
a computer directs the robot arm 
to the animal's teats,” said a 
spokesman for Gascoigne Mektt- 
te Holding BV, which launched 
the invention at a trade fair. The 
robot can boost milk output by 15 
per cent and should revolutionise 
the dairy farm, the company said. 
Cows apparently like to too. 
[They get used to the robot 
incredibly fast. They find it better 
because they are milked more 
often and they have more free- 
dom to move around,” ' the 
spokesman said. 


Ex-Beatle, Baltic 
states share 
music prize 

STOCKHOLM (R) — Ex-Bej 
Paul McCartney and the nev 
independent Baltic states beca 
a the first winners of a c 
annual Swedish Music Award 
the four-million crown ($690,0 
Polar Music Prize. Estonia, Lai 
and Lithuania, which won in 
pendence from the Soviet Un 
last year, were awarded the pi 
to support the development 
their musical cultures. McG 
ney was named as a recipient 
being “a creative and imaginat 
re newer of popular music dur 
more than three decades 
world-wide activities as compo 
and artist," the academy said, 
former manager of the disbaiK 
pop group AJBBA set up 
prize, awarded by the Ro 
Swedish Academy of Music. 

one million crov 
($172,500) each for MbCarti 
and the three republics. ABi 
manager and lyricist StiU 
Andersson, 60, based the aw 
on the Nobel Prizes, He 1 
offered to finance a Nobel Pr 
in music bnt was turned down 

Don’t show us as 
idiots, Norway tell: 
Swedish TV 
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Christmas, Sweden 
showed a man who 
be an idiot, wearing 
with the word “No! 
np front. This up. 
emba ssy in Stock 
complained in a 1 
seriously going to 
know Norwegian cl 
in Stockholm who v 
confused over being 
way,” an embassy s 
fold the Norwegian < 
Gang. Swedish tele 
regrets the inckfen 
fleets a tradition be 
DOtiring Norwegian^ 
who constantly male, 
each other... until s 
too far. 


